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When using software products with graphical interfaces, we frequently focus so
much on the details of how to use the interface that we forget about the more
general concepts that allow usto understand and put the software to effective use.
Thisis particularly true of a powerful database product like Microsoft Access.
Novice, and sometimes even experienced programmers, are so concerned with
how something is done in Access that they often lose sight of the general
principles that underlie their database applications.Access Database Design &
Programming takes the reader behind the details of the Accessinterface,
focusing on the general knowledge necessary for Access users or developersto
create effective database applications. In particular, the book focuses on three
areas;

- Database design. Access makesit so easy -- and so visually attractive -- to
create databases that users are strongly tempted to create the tables of a
database without designing them beforehand. This temptation is not solely due
to the foibles of users; existing books and documentation focus on the details of
using the interface, and neglect the general principles of database design. The
consequences of this become painfully evident at alater date, when problemsin
database design result in aloss of information, or when the retrieval of
information from the database becomes too slow to be worthwhile. This book
provides an enjoyable, informative overview of database design that carefully
shows the reader how to normalize tables to eliminate data redundancy without
losing data.

- Queries. The attractive query design dialog that Access provides tends to
obscure the fact that the Access interface can be used for some kinds of queries
but does not support others. In particular, the book examines multi-table queries
(i.e., various types of joins) and shows how to implement them indirectly by
using the Access interface or directly by using Access SQL.

- Programming. The book provides an excellent introduction to the Data Access
Object (DAO) and Microsoft Access object models, which allow a devel oper to
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place a database under program control. Rather than covering these abject
models in an encyclopedic fashion, the section serves as a handy introduction
and primer for basic database operations, like: modifying atable under program
control, dynamically adding and deleting a record, or repositioning a record
pointer.

Unlike other Access books that take the long, detailed approach to every topic of
concern to Access programmers, this book focuses instead on the core concepts,
enabling programmers to devel op solid, effective database applications. Asa
result, important topics such as designing forms and reports, database security,
database replication, and programming for multi-user applications are simply not
discussed. This book isakind of "second course" in Accessthat provides a
relatively experienced Access user who is new to programming with the
frequently overlooked techniques necessary to successfully develop in the
Microsoft Access environment. Anyone interested in learning Access in-depth,
rather than just scraping the surface, will enjoy and immensely benefit from
reading this book.Although this book is really an introduction targeted at
intermediate Microsoft Access users who are novice programmers, it should
appeal to all levels of Access developers. For novice programmers, it focuses on
akey body of knowledge that is typically neglected, but is nevertheless essential
for devel oping effective database applications. For intermediate and advanced
developers, its treatment of database design and queries provides a handy
treatment that otherwise has to be gleaned from relatively uninteresting
textbooks, while its programming chapters constitute a handy reference to some
basic operations that can be performed using DAO or the Access object model.
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When using software products with graphical interfaces, we frequently focus so much on the details of how
to use the interface that we forget about the more general concepts that allow us to understand and put the
software to effective use. Thisis particularly true of a powerful database product like Microsoft Access.
Novice, and sometimes even experienced programmers, are so concerned with how something is donein
Access that they often lose sight of the general principles that underlie their database applications.Access
Database Design & Programming takes the reader behind the details of the Access interface, focusing on the
general knowledge necessary for Access users or devel opers to create effective database applications. In
particular, the book focuses on three areas.

- Database design. Access makes it so easy -- and so visually attractive -- to create databases that users are
strongly tempted to create the tables of a database without designing them beforehand. This temptation is
not solely due to the foibles of users; existing books and documentation focus on the details of using the
interface, and neglect the genera principles of database design. The consequences of this become painfully
evident at alater date, when problems in database design result in aloss of information, or when the
retrieval of information from the database becomes too slow to be worthwhile. This book provides an
enjoyable, informative overview of database design that carefully shows the reader how to normalize tables
to eliminate data redundancy without losing data.

- Queries. The attractive query design dialog that Access provides tends to obscure the fact that the Access
interface can be used for some kinds of queries but does not support others. In particular, the book
examines multi-table queries (i.e., various types of joins) and shows how to implement them indirectly by
using the Access interface or directly by using Access SQL.

- Programming. The book provides an excellent introduction to the Data Access Object (DAO) and
Microsoft Access object models, which allow a developer to place a database under program control.
Rather than covering these object modelsin an encyclopedic fashion, the section serves as a handy
introduction and primer for basic database operations, like: modifying atable under program control,
dynamically adding and deleting arecord, or repositioning a record pointer.

Unlike other Access books that take the long, detailed approach to every topic of concern to Access
programmers, this book focuses instead on the core concepts, enabling programmers to develop solid,
effective database applications. As aresult, important topics such as designing forms and reports, database
security, database replication, and programming for multi-user applications are ssimply not discussed. This
book isakind of "second course" in Access that provides arelatively experienced Access user who is new to
programming with the frequently overlooked techniques necessary to successfully develop in the Microsoft
Access environment. Anyone interested in learning Access in-depth, rather than just scraping the surface,
will enjoy and immensely benefit from reading this book.Although this book is really an introduction
targeted at intermediate Microsoft Access users who are novice programmers, it should appeal to all levels of
Access devel opers. For novice programmers, it focuses on a key body of knowledge that is typically
neglected, but is neverthel ess essential for devel oping effective database applications. For intermediate and



advanced developers, its treatment of database design and queries provides a handy treatment that otherwise
has to be gleaned from relatively uninteresting textbooks, while its programming chapters constitute a handy
reference to some basic operations that can be performed using DAO or the Access object model.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Access Database Design and Programming covers alot of ground quickly but lucidly. Steven Roman begins
with a description of general principles of database design, then describes the "relational algebra* that
defines the meaning of such operations as unions and joins, introduces SQL syntax, and finally divesinto the
details of using VBA (Visual Basic for Applications) to write Access code. The result is a single book that
can teach you all the basics of building database applicationsin Access. Portions of the book are heavy with
logical equations whose effects can be hard to visualize, but Roman's judicious use of sample data makes it
much easier to follow the operations being described.

From the Publisher

When using software products with graphical interfaces, we frequently focus so much on the details of how
to use the interface that we forget about the more general concepts that allow us to understand and put the
software to effective use. Thisis particularly true of a powerful database product like Microsoft Access.
Novice, and sometimes even experienced programmers, are so concerned with how something isdonein
Access that they often lose sight of the general principles that underlie their database applications. Access
Database Design & Programming takes the reader behind the details of the Access interface, focusing on the
general knowledge necessary for Access users or devel opers to create effective database applications. In
particular, the book focuses on three areas. Database design. Access makes it so easy -- and so visually
attractive -- to create databases that users are strongly tempted to create the tables of a database without
designing them beforehand. This temptation is not solely due to the foibles of users; existing books and
documentation focus on the details of using the interface, and neglect the general principles of database
design. The consequences of this become painfully evident at alater date, when problemsin database design
result in aloss of information, or when the retrieval of information from the database becomes too slow to be
worthwhile. This book provides an enjoyable, informative overview of database design that carefully shows
the reader how to normalize tables to eliminate data redundancy without losing data. Queries. The attractive
query design dialog that Access provides tends to obscure the fact that the Access interface can be used for
some kinds of queries but does not support others. In particular, the book examines multi-table queries (i.e.,
various types of joins) and shows how to implement them indirectly by using the Accessinterface or directly
by using Access SQL. Programming. The book provides an excellent introduction to the Data Access Object
(DAO) and Microsoft Access abject models, which allow a developer to place a database under program
control. Rather than covering these object models in an encyclopedic fashion, the section serves as a handy
introduction and primer for basic database operations, like: modifying a table under program control,
dynamically adding and deleting arecord, or repositioning a record pointer. Unlike other Access books that
take the long, detailed approach to every topic of concern to Access programmers, this book focuses instead
on the core concepts, enabling programmers to develop solid, effective database applications. As aresult,
important topics such as designing forms and reports, database security, database replication, and
programming for multi-user applications are simply not discussed. This book is akind of "second course” in
Access that provides arelatively experienced Access user who is new to programming with the frequently
overlooked techniques necessary to successfully develop in the Microsoft Access environment. Anyone
interested in learning Access in-depth, rather than just scraping the surface, will enjoy and immensely benefit
from reading this book. Although this book is really an introduction targeted at intermediate Microsoft
Access users who are novice programmers, it should appeal to all levels of Access developers. For novice
programmers, it focuses on a key body of knowledge that is typically neglected, but is neverthel ess essential
for devel oping effective database applications. For intermediate and advanced devel opers, its treatment of



database design and queries provides a handy treatment that otherwise has to be gleaned from relatively
uninteresting textbooks, while its programming chapters constitute a handy reference to some basic
operations that can be performed using DAO or the Access abject model.

About the Author

Steven Roman, Ph.D., is a professor emeritus of mathematics at the California State University, Fullerton.
His previous books with O'Reilly include " Access Database Design and Programming”, "Writing Excel
Macroswith VBA", and "Win32 API Programming with Visual Basic".

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Harold Sparkman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the ideafor a
whileis reading. Sure, by reading abook your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Access
Database Design & Programming: What Y ou Really Need to Know to Develop with Access (Nutshell
Handbooks) book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

George Rodriguez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Access Database Design & Programming: What Y ou Really Need to
Know to Develop with Access (Nutshell Handbooks) book is readabl e through you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Access Database
Design & Programming: What Y ou Really Need to Know to Develop with Access (Nutshell Handbooks)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Access
Database Design & Programming: What Y ou Really Need to Know to Develop with Access (Nutshell
Handbooks) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

David Perrin:

Often the book Access Database Design & Programming: What Y ou Really Need to Know to Develop with
Access (Nutshell Handbooks) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write
this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.



Margaret Pace:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Access Database Design & Programming: What Y ou Really Need to
Know to Develop with Access (Nutshell Handbooks) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book.
If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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