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In 2010, French mathematician Cédric Villani received the Fields Medal, the
most coveted prize in mathematics, in recognition of a proof which he devised
with his close collaborator Clément Mouhot to explain one of the most surprising
theoriesin classical physics. Birth of a Theoremis Villani's own account of the
years leading up to the award. It invites readers inside the mind of a great
mathematician as he wrestles with the most important work of his career.

But you don't have to understand nonlinear Landau damping to love Birth of a
Theorem. It doesn't simplify or overexplain; rather, it invites readersinto
collaboration. Villani's diaries, emails, and musings enmesh you in the process of
discovery. You join himin unproductive lulls and late-night breakthroughs.
You're privy to the dining-hall conversations at the world's greatest research
ingtitutions. Villani shares his favorite songs, his love of manga, and the
imaginative stories he tells his children. In mathematics, asin any creative work,
it isthe thinker's whole life that propel s discovery?and with Birth of a Theorem,
Cédric Villani welcomes you into his.
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In 2010, French mathematician Cédric Villani received the Fields Medal, the most coveted prizein
mathematics, in recognition of a proof which he devised with his close collaborator Clément Mouhot to
explain one of the most surprising theoriesin classical physics. Birth of a Theoremis Villani's own account
of the years leading up to the award. It invites readersinside the mind of a great mathematician as he
wrestles with the most important work of his career.

But you don't have to understand nonlinear Landau damping to love Birth of a Theorem. It doesn't simplify
or overexplain; rather, it invites readers into collaboration. Villani's diaries, emails, and musings enmesh you
in the process of discovery. You join him in unproductive lulls and late-night breakthroughs. Y ou're privy to
the dining-hall conversations at the world's greatest research ingtitutions. Villani shares his favorite songs,
hislove of manga, and the imaginative stories he tells his children. In mathematics, as in any creative work,
itisthe thinker'swhole life that propels discovery?and with Birth of a Theorem, Cédric Villani welcomes
you into his.
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Editorial Review

Review

Winner of the French-American Foundation Trangation Prizein Nonfiction
“Riveting! A gem.” ?Nassim Nicholas Taleb, author of The Black Swan

“Villani has written probably the most unlikely unputdownable thriller of the decade.” ?Richard Morrison,
The Times

“Combining poetry, music, and formidable sleuthing, the charismatic Cédric Villani skilfully unfolds the
complex yet wondrous world of mathematics. Birth of a Theoreminspires and entertaing!” ?Patti Smith

“[Birth of a Theorem] isless about math than about mathematicians?how they live, how they work, and how
they talk to one another.” ?Thomas Lin, The New Yorker

“Birth of a Theoremis aremarkable book and | urge everyoneto buy it.” ?Alexander Masters, The
Spectator

“A fine book from abrilliant man.” ?Ron Liddle, Sunday Times

“[Villani] iswidely regarded as one of the most talented mathematicians of his generation . . . Ultimately,
thisisastory about the limits of what can be achieved. And in that respect it has everything: partnership,
courage, doubt and anxiety, elation and despair. Villani’ s path to success was not always easy, and he writes
vividly of his setbacks and obstacles, detailing the inner monologue of self-doubt that we all experience,
regardless of our ability.” ?Hannah Fry, The Guardian

“Birth of a Theorem succeedsin giving usaglimpse. . . of what it feelslike to be Cédric Villani.” ?Evelyn
Lamb, Scientific American Blog Networ k

“[Provides] aview of the math community not often seen by the general public . . . Villani's book eloquently
humanizes mathematicians and is inexplicably fascinating even for the layperson.” ?Publishers Weekly

“Cédric Villani's Birth of a Theoremis like no other book about math: an unfiltered view into the daily life,
and the soul, of agreat mathematician, as he approaches and finally conquers amajor result.” ?Jordan
Ellenber g, author of How Not to Be Wrong: The Power of Mathematical Thinking

“[Villani] could plainly do for mathematics what Brian Cox has done for physics. . . [Birth of a Theorem] is
one of the most peculiar and entertaining science books you will ever read . . . Herealises that what seems
too obvious to him-the beauty of maths-is baffling to almost everybody else, and he wants to break down the
barrier this creates, not by condescendingly trying to be normal, but by being Cédric Villani. Asmathsis, as
| say, the language that can make or break us, thisis an urgent task that only Villani and only this book are
addressing.” ?Bryan Appleyard, Sunday Times

“Villani’ sflair for storytelling, drawing on fables, metaphors and anecdotes, ensures that [Birth of a
Theorem] is never boring.” ?Stephen Muirhead, Chalkdust

“Birth of a Theorem should not be read as a book about mathematics or a mathematician. It is a book about



life and aman whose zest for lifeisinsatiable. Read it if you enjoy knowing that when approached in the
right spirit by someone of sufficient energy and talent, life can be beautiful.” ?Daniel W. Stroock, Notices
of the American Mathematical Society

“Compellingly readable . . . | am not aware of any other account that so lucidly describes the desolation felt
by mathematicians when a solution simply refuses to be found . . . But as Birth of a Theorem shows, the
exhilaration when a breakthrough occursis beyond compare.” ?Noel-Ann Bradshaw, Times Higher
Education

“A refreshing alternative to most pop-maths books . . . Villani pours you inside his mind and swirlsyou
around, leaving you with nothing to hold on to and breathlessly wondering what you'll encounter next.”
?Jacob Aron, New Scientist

About the Author

Cédric Villani isthe director of the Institut Henri Poincaré in Paris and a professor of mathematics at the
Université de Lyon. Hiswork on partial differential equations and various topics in mathematical physics has
been honored by a number of awards, including the Fermat Prize and the Henri Poincaré Prize. He received
the Fields Medal in 2010 for results concerning Landau damping and the Boltzmann equation.

Malcolm DeBevoise's trandlations, from the French and Italian, including more than thirty worksin every
branch of scholarship, have been widely praised. He livesin New Orleans.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jessica Adkins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this Birth of a Theorem: A Mathematical Adventure to read.

Misty Ware:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Birth of a Theorem: A Mathematical Adventure, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.



Joseph Carter:

This Birth of a Theorem: A Mathematical Adventureis great publication for you because the content and that
isfull of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Birth
of a Theorem: A Mathematical Adventure in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it
isnot ridiculous asingle. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment
right but this publication already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt in which?

Harold Karr:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The
Birth of a Theorem: A Mathematical Adventure provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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