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At an excavation of the Great Aztec Temple in Mexico City, amid carvings of
skulls and a dismembered warrior goddess, David Carrasco stood before a
container filled with the decorated bones of infants and children. It was the site of
amassive human sacrifice, and for Carrasco the center of fiercely provocative
questions: If ritual violence against humans was a profound necessity for the
Aztecsin their capital city, isit central to the construction of social order and the
authority of city states? Is civilization built on violence?

In City of Sacrifice,Carrasco chronicles the fascinating story of Tenochtitlan, the
Aztec capital, investigating Aztec religious practices and demonstrating that
religious violence was integral to urbanization; the city itself was atempleto the
gods. That Mexico City, the largest city on earth, was built on the ruins of
Tenochtitlan, is a point Carrasco poignantly considersin his comparison of urban
life from antiquity to modernity.

Majestic in scope, City of Sacrifice illuminates not only the rich history of a
major Meso american city but also the inseparability of two passionate human
impulses: urbanization and religious engagement. It has much to tell us about
many familiar eventsin our own time, from suicide bombingsin Tel Aviv to rape
and murder in the Balkans.
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At an excavation of the Great Aztec Templein Mexico City, amid carvings of skulls and a dismembered
warrior goddess, David Carrasco stood before a container filled with the decorated bones of infants and
children. It was the site of a massive human sacrifice, and for Carrasco the center of fiercely provocative
guestions: If ritual violence against humans was a profound necessity for the Aztecsin their capital city, isit
central to the construction of social order and the authority of city states? Is civilization built on violence?

In City of Sacrifice,Carrasco chronicles the fascinating story of Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital, investigating
Aztec religious practices and demonstrating that religious violence was integral to urbanization; the city
itself was atemple to the gods. That Mexico City, the largest city on earth, was built on the ruins of
Tenochtitlan, is a point Carrasco poignantly considersin his comparison of urban life from antiquity to
modernity.

Magjestic in scope, City of Sacrifice illuminates not only the rich history of amajor Meso american city but
also the inseparability of two passionate human impulses: urbanization and religious engagement. It has
much to tell us about many familiar eventsin our own time, from suicide bombingsin Tel Aviv to rape and
murder in the Balkans.
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Editorial Review

Review

A brilliant, provocative, timely, and eternal book.... We know that power, whatever its origin-sacred, natural,
ethnic, contractual, or democratic-is an expression of violence. David Carrasco now demonstrates a
shattering, unsentimental truth: civilizations themselves are born and maintained by violence. —Carlos
Fuentes

About the Author

David L. Carrasco is professor of history of religions at Princeton University. Author and editor of many
books, heiseditor in chief of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Mesoamerican Cultures. He livesin Princeton,
New Jersey.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bob Pratt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed City of Sacrifice:
The Aztec Empire and the Role of Violencein Civilization? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Donald Cauley:

City of Sacrifice: The Aztec Empire and the Role of Violence in Civilization can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The copy writer giving hisher effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing City of
Sacrifice: The Aztec Empire and the Role of Violence in Civilization but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia imagining.

Emily Sandlin:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually City of Sacrifice: The Aztec Empire and the Role of
Violencein Civilization. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in



turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Aaron Thomsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important as well as book asto be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update about
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One
of them are these claims City of Sacrifice: The Aztec Empire and the Role of Violencein Civilization.
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