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In our age of globalization and multiculturalism, it has never been more
important for Americans to understand and appreciate foreign cultures and how
people live, love, and learn in areas of the world unfamiliar to most U.S. students
and the general public. The four volumes in our cultural sociology reference
encyclopedia take a step forward in this endeavor by presenting concise
information on those regions likely to be most "foreign" to U.S. students: the
Middle East, Asia, and Africa. The intent is to convey what daily life is like for
people in these selected regions. It is hoped entries within these volumes will aid
readers in efforts to understand the importance of cultural sociology, to
appreciate the effects of cultural forces around the world, and to learn the history
of countries and cultures within these important regions.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
PhD, Columbia University. Dr. Stanton is Assistant Professor of Islam, focusing on twentieth and twenty-
first century Islam in the Middle East and beyond. Trained as a historian, she received her master’s degree
and doctorate in Middle Eastern history, with a B.A. in Religion and in History from Williams College. Her
research examines expressions of faith and religious identity in print and broadcast media, and investigates
the sometimes conflictual, sometimes cooperative relationship between new technologies and claims to
religious authority. Her most recent historical work examines government management of religious
broadcasts in Palestine in the 1930s and 1940s, connecting this to a broader trend of Middle Eastern states
controlling religious communities' access to radio and television. Her most recent contemporary work
examines the emergent phenomenon of "Islamic emoticons", which appear in online Islamic chat forums and
websites. Dr. Stanton has published articles in various scholarly journals and chapters in several book
collections. Her most recent chapters include a study of Moustapha Akkad’s seminal film The Message and
its impact on American Muslims (in Muslims in American Popular Culture, Praeger 2012), and a
forthcoming chapter on Islamic emoticons and their role in fostering a pious sociability among members of
online Muslim communities (Internet and Emotions, Routledge 2012). She serves on the Board of the Syrian
Studies Association, for which she edits its bi-annual Bulletin, and as Editor of H-Levant, a scholarly list
server with over 1,100 members. She also serves as a manuscript reviewer for Comparative Studies in
Society and History and the Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies. Her teaching interests include
Qur'anic studies, contemporary fundamentalisms, globalization and its impact on religious identity and
practice, gender and Islamic theology, and embodied practice and notions of piety, as well as the Internet and
social media’s evolving impact in these areas. Her first book, This is Jerusalem Calling: State Radio in
Mandate Palestine, will be published by the University of Texas Press in 2013. At DU, Professor Stanton
serves as the Religious Studies Department's Undergraduate Adviser, on the Advisory Committee for the
Intercultural Global Studies Minor, and on the Honor Code Advisory Council's Faculty and Staff Education
and Training Subcommittee. Religious Studies faculty are often contacted by journalists to provide expert
commentary on contemporary issues and news events. Professor Stanton most recently provided analysis and
background information for the Des Moines Register in a September 2012 story about the 2012 Presidential
election. You can read the article here. In October 2012, Professor Stanton was awarded a Regional
Development Grant by the American Academy of Religion. The grant will underwrite a one-day conference,
to be held at the University of Denver in early 2013, on "Religion in the Rocky Mountains and Great Plains".

Edward Ramsamy, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of Africana Studies and member of the graduate faculty of
Geography, and the graduate faculty of Urban Planning and Policy Development at the Bloustein School. He
is the author of the book The World Bank and Urban Development: From Projects to Policy (Routledge,
2006). In addition to his research in international development planning and geographies of globalization,
Dr. Ramsamy’s fields of study include the political economy of transition and nation-building in post-
colonial/developing societies, as well as the comparative politics of identity and race relations in South
Africa and the United States. He has edited Science, Culture and the Politics of Knowledge: Contexts and
Conversations (forthcoming, Cambridge Scholars Press), and The Black Experience in America (with Gayle
T. Tate, 2006, Kendall Hunt). He has published numerous articles on regional integration in southern Africa,
as well as racial, ethnic, and national identity in post-apartheid South Africa. Dr. Ramsamy is Secretary and a
Founding Trustee of the Global Literary Project, Inc. He is also the recipient of numerous honors and
awards, including fellowships from the Social Science Research Council, the Center for the Critical Analysis
of Contemporary Culture, and the Institute for Research on Women.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Mills:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia
(Sage Reference) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer connected with Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An
Encyclopedia (Sage Reference) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you still
thinking Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia (Sage Reference) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Michael Stein:

The e-book untitled Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia (Sage
Reference) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Cultural Sociology of
the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia (Sage Reference) from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Erin Cummins:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia (Sage Reference). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Gordon Woods:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia (Sage Reference) we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book Cultural Sociology of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa: An Encyclopedia (Sage Reference). You can
more appealing than now.
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