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Since the late nineteenth century, museums have been cited as tools of
imperialism and colonialism, as strongholds of patriarchalism, masculinism,
homophobia and xenophobia, and accused both of elitism and commercialism.
But, could the museum absorb and benefit from its critique, turning into a critical
museum, into the site of resistance rather than ritual? This book looks at the ways
in which the museum could use its collections, its cultural authority, its auratic
space and resources to give voice to the underprivileged, and to take an active
part in contemporary and at times controversial issues. Drawing together both
major museum professionals and academics, it examines the theoretical concept
of the critical museum, and uses case studies of engaged art institutions from
different parts of the world. It reaches beyond the usual focus on western Europe,
America, and ’the World’, including voices from, as well as about, eastern
European museums, which have rarely been discussed in museum studies books
so far.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This important and original collection of writings about art museums picks up where the critique of
museums, begun three decades ago, left off. That critique uncovered the imperialist, racist and patriarchal
values that shaped museums of the past. The professionals and art historians contributing to this volume,
several of them from eastern Europe, offer fresh, new models of museum reform, models designed to make
museums more democratic, self-critical and enlightening, and more pertinent to the complexities and
contradictions of contemporary life.' Carol Duncan, Ramapo College of New Jersey, USA and author of
Civilizing Rituals: Inside Public Art Museums

About the Author
Katarzyna Murawska-Muthesius is a Freelance Art Historian and Associate Lecturer in History of Art in the
Department of History of Art at Birkbeck College. Before her arrival in the UK in 1993, she was Curator of
Italian Paintings (1981-90) and Chief Curator at The National Museum in Warsaw (1992-93). She was called
back to this Museum to work as its Deputy Director (2009-11). Among her publications are National
Museum in Warsaw Guide: Galleries and Study Collections (2001) and Kantor was Here: Tadeusz Kantor in
Great Britain (2011). Piotr Piotrowski was Professor ordinarius in the Art History Department at Adam
Mickiewicz University in PoznaÅ„, which he chaired between 1999-2008. He was also the co-editor of the
annual journal Artium Quaestiones (1994-2009), Director of the National Museum in Warsaw (2009-2010),
and Senior Curator of Contemporary Art at the National Museum in PoznaÅ„ (1992-1997). Among his
publications are In the shadow of Yalta: Art and the Avant-Garde in Eastern Europe (2009) and Art and
Democracy in Post-Communist Europe (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brenda Taylor:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This From Museum Critique to the Critical Museum book is readable by means of
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with From Museum Critique to the Critical Museum content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking From Museum Critique to the Critical Museum is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Gabriel Reyes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking From Museum Critique to the
Critical Museum that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but



for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, it is possible to pick From Museum Critique to the Critical Museum become your current starter.

Robert Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The From
Museum Critique to the Critical Museum offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Rachel Daniels:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book From Museum Critique to the Critical Museum was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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