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A Plains tribe that subsisted on the buffalo, the Cheyennes depended for survival
on the valor and skill of their braves in the hunt and in battle. The fiery spirit of
the young warriors was balanced by the calm wisdom of the tribal headmen, the
peace chiefs, who met yearly as the Council of the Forty-four. "A Cheyenne chief
was required to be a man of peace, to be brave, and to be of generous heart,"
writes Stan Hoig. "Of these qualities the first was unconditionally the most
important, for upon it rested the moral restraint required for the warlike
Cheyenne Nation."

As the Cheyennes began to feel the westward crush of white civilization in the
nineteenth century, a great burden fell to the peace chiefs. Reconciliation with the
whites was the tribe's only hope for survival, and the chiefs were the buffers
between their own warriors and the United States military, who were out to "win
the West." The chiefs found themselves struggling to maintain the integrity of
their people-struggling against overwhelming military forces, against disease,
against the debauchery brought by "firewater," and against the irreversible
decline of their source of livelihood, the buffalo. They were trapped by history in
a nearly impossible position. Their story is a heroic epic and, oftentimes, a
tragedy.

No single book has dealt as intensively as this one with the institution of the
peace chiefs. The author has gleaned significant material from all available
published sources and from contemporary newspapers. A generous selection of
photographs and extensive quotations from ninteteenth-century observers add to
the authenticity of the text. Following a brief analysis of the Sweet Medicine
legend and its relation to the Council of the Forty-four, the more prominent
nineteenth-century chiefs are treated individually in a lucid, felicitous style that
will appeal to both students and lay readers of Indian history.

As adopted Cheyenne chief Boyce D. Timmons says in his preface to this
volume, "Great wisdom, intellect, and love are expressed by the remarkable
Cheyenne chiefs, and if you enter their tipi with an open heart and mind, you
might have some understanding of the great 'Circle of Life.'"
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A Plains tribe that subsisted on the buffalo, the Cheyennes depended for survival on the valor and skill of
their braves in the hunt and in battle. The fiery spirit of the young warriors was balanced by the calm wisdom
of the tribal headmen, the peace chiefs, who met yearly as the Council of the Forty-four. "A Cheyenne chief
was required to be a man of peace, to be brave, and to be of generous heart," writes Stan Hoig. "Of these
qualities the first was unconditionally the most important, for upon it rested the moral restraint required for
the warlike Cheyenne Nation."

As the Cheyennes began to feel the westward crush of white civilization in the nineteenth century, a great
burden fell to the peace chiefs. Reconciliation with the whites was the tribe's only hope for survival, and the
chiefs were the buffers between their own warriors and the United States military, who were out to "win the
West." The chiefs found themselves struggling to maintain the integrity of their people-struggling against
overwhelming military forces, against disease, against the debauchery brought by "firewater," and against the
irreversible decline of their source of livelihood, the buffalo. They were trapped by history in a nearly
impossible position. Their story is a heroic epic and, oftentimes, a tragedy.

No single book has dealt as intensively as this one with the institution of the peace chiefs. The author has
gleaned significant material from all available published sources and from contemporary newspapers. A
generous selection of photographs and extensive quotations from ninteteenth-century observers add to the
authenticity of the text. Following a brief analysis of the Sweet Medicine legend and its relation to the
Council of the Forty-four, the more prominent nineteenth-century chiefs are treated individually in a lucid,
felicitous style that will appeal to both students and lay readers of Indian history.

As adopted Cheyenne chief Boyce D. Timmons says in his preface to this volume, "Great wisdom, intellect,
and love are expressed by the remarkable Cheyenne chiefs, and if you enter their tipi with an open heart and
mind, you might have some understanding of the great 'Circle of Life.'"
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stan Hoig is Professor Emeritus of Journalism at the University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond. His many
books on the West and American Indians include The Sand Creek Massacre, The Peace Chiefs of the
Cheyennes, and Tribal Wars of the Southern Plains.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

This Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kathleen Knight:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Peace Chiefs of the
Cheyennes is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Sean Owens:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.



Shantel McCary:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book Peace Chiefs of the Cheyennes can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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