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This is a new translation of and commentary on Pico della Mirandola's most
famous work, the Oration on the Dignity of Man. It is the first English edition to
provide readers with substantial notes on the text, essays that address the work's
historical, philosophical, and theological context, and a survey of its reception.
Often called the "Manifesto of the Renaissance," this brief but complex text was
originally composed in 1486 as the inaugural speech for an assembly of
intellectuals, which could have produced one of the most exhaustive
metaphysical, theological, and psychological debates in history, had Pope
Innocent VIII not forbidden it. This edition of the Oration reflects the spirit of the
original text in bringing together experts in different fields. Not unlike the debate
Pico optimistically anticipated, the resulting work is superior to the sum of its
parts.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Giovanni Pico della Mirandola's Oratio is arguably the best-known text of Renaissance philosophy.... an
impressive collection that includes several substantive essays, a Latin text with an excellent facing-page
English translation, a critical overview of the text, and a detailed footnote commentary.... This volume is a
model of collaborative scholarship and constitutes a major contribution to the study of the work of Giovanni
Pico della Mirandola. In meticulous detail, it explores the many sources at Pico's disposal.... the volume
presents a highly consistent and extremely valuable commentary on Pico's best-known text."
--M. V. Dougherty, Ohio Dominican University, Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author
Francesco Borghesi teaches in the Department of Italian Studies at the University of Sydney. Among his
publications are Concordia, pietas, docta religio (2004) and the forthcoming Giovanni Pico della Mirandola
(2012).

Michael Papio is an Associate Professor of Italian Studies at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He is
the author of Keen and Violent Remedies: Social Satire and the Grotesque in Masuccio Salernitano's
Novellino (2000) and the translator of Boccaccio's Expositions on Dante's Comedy (2009).

Massimo Riva is a Professor of Italian Studies at Brown University, Rhode Island. He has also taught at the
University of Sydney, Australia, Northwestern University, Illinois, and the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst. He is the author of Italian Tales: An Anthology of Contemporary Italian Fiction (2004) and co-
editor of Renato Poggioli: An Intellectual Life (2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Pico della Mirandola: Oration on
the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary to read.

Theodore Parish:

Here thing why this particular Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and
Commentary are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Pico della Mirandola:
Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary giving you information deeper and



different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Pico della
Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary. It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Pico della
Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary in e-book can be your
alternate.

Jeremy Turner:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man: A New
Translation and Commentary why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Donald Goodman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the
Dignity of Man: A New Translation and Commentary or perhaps others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge.
In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity
of Man: A New Translation and Commentary to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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