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As far back as stories go, pioneers have reached for the skies. In the last two
hundred years, they have mastered the air and made the modern world possible.
Reach for the Skies is my look at the history of flight through the stories and
people who have inspired me throughout my life. It is a story of pioneers, and of
course it includes the world famous Montgolfiers and the Wright brothers, but I
also want to describe some of the lesser-known trailblazers. People like Tony
Jannus, who in 1914 created the first scheduled commercial flight, flying his
passengers over the waters of Tampa Bay at an altitude of just fifty feet; the ‘bird
man’ Leo Valentin, who in the 1950s jumped from 9,000 feet with wooden wings
attached to his shoulders; and my friend Steve Fossett, who dedicated his life to
breaking records and having adventures. This is their story. It is also, in a small
way, my own. — Richard Branson
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Virgin Atlantic Airlines founder and billionaire adventurer celebrates the exploits of airborne
daredevils—his own prominently among them—in this lively history of aviation pioneers. Branson ranges
from the Montgolfier brothers' 1783 invention of the hot-air balloon to today's nascent space tourism
industry—tickets on his Virgin Galactic space liner will run ,000—highlighting men and women who risked
their money and lives to advance aerial technology or just put on a good show. It's a colorful assemblage of
engineers, test pilots, barnstormers, and fighter aces; there are asphyxiated high-altitude balloonists, ultra-
light enthusiasts who fly lawn chairs, and the "birdman" who jumped from an airplane wearing only wooden
wings and glided safely to the ground. Into the soaring, crashing, and burning, Branson inserts his own
extreme-ballooning adventures—"I opened the hatch, climbed out on top of the capsule, and hacked away at
the cable with my knife"—and much interesting lore of aero-space design. Like everything the author does,
the book is, in part, an advertisement ("Over the years, pioneered comfortable reclining seats"). Still,
Branson's enthusiasm for avant-garde flight and his firsthand understanding of its rigors make this a
rousing—sometimes even elevating—read. Photos. (Apr. 28)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Sir Richard Branson is a businessman, investor and entrepreneur. He holds Guinness World Records for
crossing the Atlantic by hot air balloon in 1987 and crossing the Pacific by hot air balloon in 1999.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Reach for the Skies:
Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Arthur Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Reach for the Skies: Ballooning,
Birdmen and Blasting into Space reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Reach for the
Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.



Lisa Robinson:

Beside this kind of Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find
this book as well as read it from now!

William McCoy:

This Reach for the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space is completely new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Reach for
the Skies: Ballooning, Birdmen and Blasting into Space can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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