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In this thought-provoking book, Frank Smith explains how schools and
educational authorities systematically obstruct the powerful inherent learning
abilities of children, creating handicaps that often persist through life. The author
eloquently contrasts a false and fabricated "official theory" that learning is work
(used to justify the external control of teachers and students through excessive
regulation and massive testing) with a correct but officially suppressed "classic
view" that learning is a social process that can occur naturally and continually
through collaborative activities. This book will be crucial reading in a time when
national authorities continue to blame teachers and students for alleged failures in
education. It will help educators and parents to combat sterile attitudes toward
teaching and learning and prevent current practices from doing further harm.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Frank Smith was a reporter, editor, and novelist before beginning his formal research into language,
thinking, and learning. He has been a professor at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, the
University of Toronto, the University of Victoria, British Columbia, and the University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa. He holds a Ph.D. from Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book The Book of Learning and Forgetting was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book The Book of Learning and Forgetting is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Book of Learning and Forgetting. You never really
feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Brian Bauer:

The book The Book of Learning and Forgetting has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing
this book.

Sharon Brogdon:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is The Book of Learning and Forgetting.

Beverlee Guthrie:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know



that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Book of
Learning and Forgetting.
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