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Young Samuel Johnson and his dachshund, Boswell, are trying to show initiative
by trick-or-treating a full three days before Halloween, which is how they come
to witness strange goings-on at 666 Crowley Road. The Abernathys don't mean
any harm by their flirtation with the underworld, but when they unknowingly call
forth Satan himself, they create a gap in the universe, a gap through which a pair
of enormous gates is visible. The gates to Hell. And there are some pretty
terrifying beings just itching to get out.... Can one small boy defeat evil? Can he
harness the power of science, faith, and love to save the world as we know it?

Bursting with imagination and impossible to put down, The Gates is about the
pull between good and evil, physics and fantasy and the courage of a boy who is
barely old enough to trick or treat on his own. This novel makes anything seem
possible.
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Young Samuel Johnson and his dachshund, Boswell, are trying to show initiative by trick-or-treating a full
three days before Halloween, which is how they come to witness strange goings-on at 666 Crowley Road.
The Abernathys don't mean any harm by their flirtation with the underworld, but when they unknowingly
call forth Satan himself, they create a gap in the universe, a gap through which a pair of enormous gates is
visible. The gates to Hell. And there are some pretty terrifying beings just itching to get out.... Can one small
boy defeat evil? Can he harness the power of science, faith, and love to save the world as we know it?

Bursting with imagination and impossible to put down, The Gates is about the pull between good and evil,
physics and fantasy and the courage of a boy who is barely old enough to trick or treat on his own. This
novel makes anything seem possible.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this frothy fantasy thriller from bestseller Connolly (The Book of Lost Things), 11-year-old Samuel
Johnson witnesses an inadvertent intersection of science and the supernatural while trick-or-treating at the
Abernathy household in Biddlecombe, England. Something nasty reaches through an atomically engineered
portal to Hades and possesses four suburban sorcerers. From that point on, Samuel finds himself battling
hordes of invading demons and desperately trying to convince disbelieving adults that the impending end of
the world is not a fancy of his overactive imagination. Connolly plays this potentially spooky scenario
strictly for laughs, larding the narrative with droll jokes, humorous asides and the slapstick pratfalls of Nurd,
an amusingly incompetent subdemon whom Samuel ultimately befriends. Though billed as an adult book for
children, this light fantasy will strike even adult readers as divertingly whimsical. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Critics compared John Connolly to two first-rate children's authors (Eoin Colfer and Madeline L'Engle) and
two great satirists (Terry Pratchett and Douglas Adams—whom many of us started reading in middle school
anyway). The Gates, they said, displays the wonder and wit of the works of each of this impressive quartet
while also having a personality of its own. Reviewers were especially impressed with the explanations of
quantum mechanics, wormholes, black holes, and the Hadron Collider—which lent more scientific substance
to the story. While noting a few spots that made the plot drag, critics generally recommended the book to
both children and adults.

About the Author
John Connolly is the author of the Charlie Parker series of mystery novels, the supernatural collection
Nocturnes, the Samuel Johnson Trilogy for younger readers, and (with Jennifer Ridyard) the Chronicles of
the Invaders series. He lives in Dublin, Ireland. For more information, see his website at
JohnConnollyBooks.com, or follow him on Twitter @JConnollyBooks.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Becker:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Theresa Braun:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Gretchen Clark:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Gates (The Samuel Johnson
Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Donna Moore:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series) when you essential it?
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