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NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING JEREMY IRONS AND
DEV PATEL!

In 1913, a young unschooled Indian clerk wrote a letter to G H Hardy, begging
the preeminent English mathematician's opinion on several ideas he had about
numbers. Realizing the letter was the work of a genius, Hardy arranged for
Srinivasa Ramanujan to come to England. Thus began one of the most
improbable and productive collaborations ever chronicled. With a passion for
rich and evocative detail, Robert Kanigel takes us from the temples and slums of
Madras to the courts and chapels of Cambridge University, where the devout
Hindu Ramanujan, "the Prince of Intuition," tested his brilliant theories alongside
the sophisticated and eccentric Hardy, "the Apostle of Proof." In time,
Ramanujan's creative intensity took its toll: he died at the age of thirty-two and
left behind a magical and inspired legacy that is still being plumbed for its secrets
today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This moving and astonishing biography tells the improbable story of India-born Srinavasa Ramanujan
Iyengar, self-taught mathematical prodigy. In 1913 Ramanujan, a 25-year-old clerk who had flunked out of
two colleges, wrote a letter filled with startlingly original theorems to eminent English mathematician G. H.
Hardy. Struck by the Indian's genius, Hardy, member of the Cambridge Apostles and an obsessive cricket
aficionado, brought Ramanujan to England. Over the next five years, the vegetarian Brahmin who claimed
his discoveries were revealed to him by a Hindu goddess turned out influential mathematical propositions.
Cut off from his young Indian wife left at home and emotionally neglected by fatherly yet aloof Hardy,
Ramanujan returned to India in 1919, depressed, sullen and quarrelsome; he died one year later of
tuberculosis. Kanigel ( Apprentice to Genius ) gives nontechnical readers the flavor of how Ramanujan
arrived at his mathematical ideas, which are used today in cosmology and computer science. BOMC featured
alternate; QPB alternate.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This biography traces the life of one of the greatest geniuses of the 20th century, Ramanujan. This incredibly
brilliant Indian mathematician, working alone in relative obscurity and lacking the usual academic
credentials, could easily have passed unnoticed. However, with the help of a handful of friends and the
ultimate support of renowned English mathematician G.H. Hardy, his work was brought to the attention of
the world. When he died in 1920 at 32 he had become a folk-hero in his own country. He left a rich lode of
original mathematics, which is still being mined today. This extremely well-researched and well-written
biography is a "must" addition to any library collection.
- Harold D. Shane, Baruch Coll., CUNY
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
An exquisite portrait...the rarest of literary achievements...Ramanujan's tale is the stuff of fable LOS
ANGELES TIMES an exciting and thoughtful book... should catch the imagination of any reader- even the
reader with little mathematical background. INDEPENDENT This is a fine example of a work of
popularising mathematics, and deserves a wide readership. NEW SCIENTIST Enthralling... one of the best
scientific biographies I've ever seen. John Gribbin

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric McDonald:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Man Who Knew Infinity: A Life of the Genius



Ramanujan.

Edgar Foley:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Man
Who Knew Infinity: A Life of the Genius Ramanujan book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Mark Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Man Who Knew Infinity: A Life of the Genius Ramanujan can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Jessica Adkins:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Man Who Knew Infinity: A Life of
the Genius Ramanujan to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and study it. Beside that the guide The Man Who Knew Infinity: A Life of the Genius
Ramanujan can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of their time.
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