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This fascinating addition to the best-selling Who Was...? series does not settle
questions of theology. Instead, it presents young readers with a biography that
covers what is known historically about Jesus and placesin his life in the context
of hisworld when Jerusalem was part of the Roman Empire. In an even-handed
and easy-to-read narrative, this title—illustrated with eighty black-and-white
drawings—also explains the early origins of Christianity and how it became a
major religion.
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fascinated by Bible stories from Genesis to Revelation. She has written several books for children under a
different name and currently livesin New Y ork.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Who Was Jesus?

It's Christmas! Every December 25, all over the world, people are going to church. They gather around
Christmas trees. They bake treats. They cook meals for family and friends. They sing songs and open
presents.

What is everybody celebrating?

Christmas is the birthday of Jesus. He was born more than two thousand years ago in the small town of
Bethlehem. He was from a poor family and grew up to be a preacher. He talked about God and how people
should live their lives. He became well-known, and his friends passed along stories about him. They shared
his teachings with others.

Jesus's ideas became a movement. The movement started with only ahandful of people. But it grew into one
of the most important religionsin the world—Christianity. Christianity spread to all parts of the globe.
Today, there are two billion Christians. They are from different backgrounds, different races, and different
cultures, but they share common beliefs.

Christians believe in one God. They believe in Heaven, in life after death. They aso believe that Jesus was
much more than a preacher. They believe he was the son of God.

Chapter 1. A HumbleBirth

Jesus was born into a Jewish family over two thousand years ago. His father was a carpenter named Joseph.
His mother was named Mary.

According to the Gospel of Luke, the angel Gabriel came to Mary months before Jesus' s birth. “Do not be
afraid, Mary,” the angel said, “for you have found favor with God.” He told her she was going to give birth
to a special baby boy. The baby was the son of God, not the son of her husband, Joseph. Gabriel also told her
the baby’ s name—Jesus.

Joseph and Mary lived in aregion ruled by the Romans and Emperor Augustus. It was called Judea. Right
before Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary had to travel to the town of Bethlehem. The government wanted to
register the names of all peopleliving in the area.



In Bethlehem, Mary gave birth to her son.

The family stayed in a stable, because the local inn had no room for them. Instead of acrib, Jesusdeptin a
manger. A manger is awooden bin that holds food for horses and other animals.

It was a humble start. However, right away, people learned of this birth and knew the baby was special.
According to the Gospel of Luke, shepherdsin the fields saw an angel above them.

“1 am bringing you good news of great joy . . .,” the angel said. He told them a baby had been born who
would be the Messiah. Messiah is aword for a specia person who will save people from great danger or
harm.

The Gospel of Matthew says that far away, in a country to the east, three wise men spotted a bright star in the
sky. The wise men studied the heavens and understood the star was an important sign. It meant the Messiah
had been born. So they followed the star to Bethlehem to see the baby Jesus.

When the three wise men saw Mary and the baby Jesus, they fell to their knees. They brought him gifts,
too—qold, as well as frankincense and myrrh, which were costly spices.

Herod, the king of Judea, also heard about Jesus. The news of Jesus' s birth worried Herod. He asked the wise
men to tell him where Jesus was. He told them he just wanted to see the baby, too. But after they had seen
the child, a dream warned the wise men to not return to Herod, and instead they went home.

Joseph, Mary’s husband, also had adream. It alerted him that Jesus was in danger. He took Mary and his son
and fled at night into the country of Egypt.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rachel Robertson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about something
that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds
of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing, they also
doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?).

Christopher Williams:

Beside this kind of Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?) in your phone, it could give you away to get more close to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh through
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?) because this book offers to you personally readable information.



Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book along with read it from right now!

George Privette:

This Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?) can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisn't
any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actualy. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Amy Smith:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be ableto year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, aso can bring usto around the world.
By book Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For
being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life with that book Who Was Jesus? (Who Was?). Y ou can more desirable than
NOwW.
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