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Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church,
Everett Ferguson's Backgrounds of Early Christianity has been expanded and
updated in this third edition. The book explores and unpacks the Roman, Greek,
and Jewish political, social, religious, and philosophical backgrounds necessary
for agood historical understanding of the New Testament and the early church.
New to this edition are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated
bibliographies, and fresh discussions of first-century social life, of Gnosticism,
and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other Jewish literature.
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Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church, Everett Ferguson's
Backgrounds of Early Christianity has been expanded and updated in this third edition. The book explores
and unpacks the Roman, Greek, and Jewish political, socid, religious, and philosophical backgrounds
necessary for agood historical understanding of the New Testament and the early church. New to this edition
arerevisions of Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, and fresh discussions of first-century
social life, of Gnosticism, and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other Jewish literature.
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Editorial Review
Review

Currentsin Theology and Mission
"Thetext is excellent -- rich and amazingly detailed. A standard textbook, it would also be a good addition to
aparish library."

Bryn Mawr Classical Review
“This book provides a good introduction for students to the historical, cultural and religious environment of
the New Testament.”

From the Back Cover

Having long served as a standard introduction to the world of the early church, Everett Ferguson's
"Backgrounds of Early Christianity" has been expanded and updated in this third edition. The book explores
and unpacks the Roman, Greek, and Jewish political, socid, religious, and philosophical backgrounds
necessary for agood historical understanding of the New Testament and the early church. New to this edition
arerevisions of Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, and fresh discussions of first-century
social life, of Gnosticism, and of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other Jewish literature.

About the Author

Everett Ferguson is professor emeritus of Bible anddistinguished scholar-in-residence at Abilene
ChristianUniversity, Abilene, Texas. Among his books areBackgrounds of Early Christianity, now in itsthird
edition, and The Church of Christ: A BiblicalEcclesiology for Today (both Eerdmans).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori Leavitt:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Backgrounds of Early Christianity had been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Backgrounds of Early Christianity is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Backgrounds of Early Christianity.

Y ou never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Beverly Brown:

This Backgrounds of Early Christianity book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This



Backgrounds of Early Christianity without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Backgrounds of Early Christianity can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This Backgrounds of Early Christianity having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rona Foret:

The e-book with title Backgrounds of Early Christianity includes alot of information that you can study it.
You can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Maria Holder:

Someindividuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Backgrounds of Early Christianity to make
your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading talent is devel oping when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especialy. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up abook and read it. Beside that the reserve
Backgrounds of Early Christianity can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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