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This volume explores how twentieth- and twenty-first-century literary texts
engage with relationships between humans and other animals. Written by
forward-thinking early-career scholars, as well as established experts in the field,
the chapters discuss key texts in the emergent canon of animal narratives,
including Franz Kafka's animal stories, Yann Martel's The Life of Pi, Zakes
Mda's The Whale Caller, and others. The volume is divided into four main
sections. Two period-focused sections center on modernism and on late-
twentieth- and twenty-first-century fiction, while two further sections foreground
the more general project of theory building in literary animal studies, examining
interconnections among concepts of species, sexuality, gender, and genre. The
volume also raises issues that extend beyond the academic community, including
ethical dimensions of human-animal relationships and the problems of species
loss and diminishing biodiversity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"David Herman has assembled a superb and vitally relevant cross-section of evidence from the expanding
frontier where literature and theory contemplate the evocative counsel of our animal messengers." - Jonathan
Lethem, Roy Edward Disney Professor in Creative Writing, Ponoma College, USA
 
"In this rich and theoretically robust volume of essays, animals emerge as constitutive not only of human
identity but of modern and postmodern fiction. Putting into practice a creaturely approach to literary studies,
Creatural Fictions illustrates the myriad ways in which the shared bodily being of humans and animals is
foundational for all rhetorical, political, and ethical acts. Moving freely between the canon and the periphery
and attending to questions of form, genre, sexuality, and gender, the fluctuations of species are brought to
bear on every aspect of literary endeavor. Here is an expansive exploration of critical practice after the
'animal turn' that will reshape the disciplines we so narcissistically call the 'humanities.'" - Anat Pick, Senior
Lecturer of Film Studies, Queen Mary, University of London, UK 
 
"This cutting-edge anthology brings together an impressive group of established and emerging scholars to
showcase the central themes and issues that motivate literary animal studies. Discussing authors from Kafka
to Coetzee and Martel to Mda, the authors provide insightful readings of essential texts that will be of
interest to students and scholars alike. This volume will help readers appreciate the numerous ways in which
literature serves both to inform and challenge contemporary work in critical animal studies." - Matthew
Calarco, Associate Professor of Philosophy, California State University, Fullerton, USA

"In this fascinating and compelling collection of transdisciplinary approaches to animals in modern and
contemporary literature, the writers move from the 'creaturely' to the 'creatural.' Rather than emphasizing
creaturely differences, the contributors highlight cross-creatural continuities between humans and nonhuman
animals. Engaging with a wide range of human-animal relationships, the essays in Creatural Fictions hone in
on a variety of literature?from the historical romance to postcolonial fiction?from around the world.
Examining texts by writers hailing from the Global North and South, East and West, the essays in Creatural
Fictions reconsider the very notion of the animal." - Jeanne Dubino, Professor of English, Appalachian State
University, USA and coeditor of Representing the Modern Animal in Literature
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From the Back Cover
This volume explores how twentieth- and twenty-first-century literary texts engage with relationships
between humans and other animals. Written by forward-thinking early-career scholars, as well as established
experts in the field, the chapters discuss key texts in the emergent canon of animal narratives, including
Franz Kafka's animal stories, Yann Martel's The Life of Pi, Zakes Mda's The Whale Caller, and others. The
volume is divided into four main sections. Two period-focused sections center on modernism and on late-
twentieth- and twenty-first-century fiction, while two further sections foreground the more general project of
theory building in literary animal studies, examining interconnections among concepts of species, sexuality,
gender, and genre. The volume also raises issues that extend beyond the academic community, including
ethical dimensions of human-animal relationships and the problems of species loss and diminishing
biodiversity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elinor Russell:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Creatural Fictions: Human-Animal



Relationships in Twentieth- and Twenty-First-Century Literature (Palgrave Studies in Animals and
Literature). All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Phillip Permenter:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having
chance to endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific
Creatural Fictions: Human-Animal Relationships in Twentieth- and Twenty-First-Century Literature
(Palgrave Studies in Animals and Literature) book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Fern Barron:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Creatural Fictions: Human-Animal Relationships in Twentieth- and Twenty-First-
Century Literature (Palgrave Studies in Animals and Literature), you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Jonathan Thurman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is Creatural Fictions: Human-Animal Relationships in Twentieth- and Twenty-First-Century Literature
(Palgrave Studies in Animals and Literature).
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