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When was the last time a book on typography made you swoon? Just wait until
you feast your eyes on Fraktur MonAmour, Berlin-based graphic designer Judith
Schalansky's love letter to Blackletter fonts. Blackletter, also known asFraktur or
Gathic type, was commonly used throughout Europe in the Middle Ages. By the
end of the Renaissance it had mostly been replaced by the typeface Latin
Antiqua. The use of Blackletter type became taboo in Germany after World War
Il because it was incorrectly associated with the Nazis, who actually banned its
usein 1941 because it was falsely believed to be a Jewish invention. Revelations
about the true history and meaning of Blackletter type have resultedin a
resurgence in usage by graphic designers. Companies such as Nike, Reebok, and
Coca-Cola now use Fraktur intheir advertising. It decorates posters, album
covers, and even skin in the form of tattoos. But a comprehensive collectionof
the most beautiful classic faces, aswell asthe best new variations, has been
missing until now.

Fraktur Mon Amour reproduces 300 variations of Blackletter fonts, ranging from
historical fonts to contemporary reinventions, in a sensuous, beautifully crafted,
hot-pink prayer book-style catalog that is destined to become afetish object for
designers and type enthusiasts. Each Blackletter font is presented on afull page
along with its complete a phabet, date of origin, the name of its designer, and its
original foundry. On the facing page is a composition created fromthat font that
explores the subversive beauty of this unique typeface. In addition, 137 of these
fonts—including fourcreated exclusively for this book—are collected on an
enclosed CD (Mac and PC) for free private and restricted commercial use.
Fraktur Mon Amour isthe winner of several awards, including the Type
Directors Club of New Y ork's 2007 Award for Typographic Excellence.
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When was the last time a book on typography made you swoon? Just wait until you feast your eyes on
Fraktur MonAmour, Berlin-based graphic designer Judith Schalansky's love letter to Blackletter fonts.
Blackletter, also known asFraktur or Gothic type, was commonly used throughout Europe in the Middle
Ages. By the end of the Renaissance it had mostly been replaced by the typeface Latin Antiqua. The use of
Blackletter type became taboo in Germany after World War || because it was incorrectly associated with the
Nazis, who actually banned its usein 1941 because it was falsely believed to be a Jewish invention.
Revelations about the true history and meaning of Blackletter type have resultedin a resurgence in usage by
graphic designers. Companies such as Nike, Reebok, and Coca-Cola now use Fraktur intheir advertising. It
decorates posters, album covers, and even skin in the form of tattoos. But a comprehensive collectionof the
most beautiful classic faces, as well as the best new variations, has been missing until now.

Fraktur Mon Amour reproduces 300 variations of Blackletter fonts, ranging from historical fontsto
contemporary reinventions, in a sensuous, beautifully crafted, hot-pink prayer book-style catalog that is
destined to become a fetish object for designers and type enthusiasts. Each Blackletter font is presented on a
full page along with its complete a phabet, date of origin, the name of its designer, and its original foundry.
On the facing page is a composition created fromthat font that explores the subversive beauty of this unique
typeface. In addition, 137 of these fonts—including fourcreated exclusively for this book—are collected on
an enclosed CD (Mac and PC) for free private and restricted commercial use. Fraktur Mon Amour isthe
winner of several awards, including the Type Directors Club of New Y ork's 2007 Award for Typographic
Excellence.
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Editorial Review

Review

In Blackletter, "Blackletters association with Nazi propaganda cast the type style as the black sheep of
typography. But more and more brands are using the style as away to bring an edgy vibe to their products.” -
- Sean Ashcroft --How Design:

"I'm happy to confess my weakness for beautiful books like the new love letter to Blackletter typography
"Fraktur Mon Amour"though | have to admit it had been some time since | came across one that stopped me
in my tracks like this one did. Berlin-based designer Judith Schalansky's presentation of the typeface
collection is almost more compelling than the fonts themselves. Bound like a King James Bible for font
geeks and printed in contrasting black, white and shocking pink, it makes for a book that's as much a
gorgeous object asit is a handy and inspiring resource." -- Brian Fichtner --Cool Hunting Blog, November 7,
2008

"Fraktur Mon Amour is essentially a compendium of currently available digital blackletter fonts (expanded
to cover 333 of them) preceded by afew words by Schalansky and supplemented by a CD of 150 free fonts.
Sinceitsinitial publication in 2006, it has been araging success. The design, which deliberately thumbsits
nose at the standard image of blackletter, isakey factor in that success. The book |ooks like a Bible with its
squat proportions and placemarker ribbons except that itstitle and its page edges are in hot pink. Although
not ashade | like, its choice as a second colour was a brilliant decision. It not only yanks blackletter out of its
medieval and unfortunate political associations, but it also signals that blackletter is not inherently masculine
or even black. The fonts in Fraktur Mon Amour are amix of the excellent, the important and the trivial. But
thisis surely one part of its popularity. Schalansky has brought blackletter to the people. The book is abold
and welcome addition to the sparse literature on blackletter" -- Paul Shaw --Eye Magazine, Spring, 2009

Review

"I'm happy to confess my weakness for beautiful books like the new love letter to Blackletter typography
"Fraktur Mon Amour"though | have to admit it had been some time since | came across one that stopped me
in my tracks like this one did. Berlin-based designer Judith Schalansky's presentation of the typeface
collection is amost more compelling than the fonts themselves. Bound like a King James Bible for font
geeks and printed in contrasting black, white and shocking pink, it makes for abook that's as much a
gorgeous object asit isahandy and inspiring resource.” -- Brian Fichtner

About the Author
Judith Schalansky is a graphic designer based in Berlin.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Preston Sloan:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Fraktur Mon Amour book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style.

Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Fraktur Mon Amour content conveys the idea easily to



understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
asit. So, do you still thinking Fraktur Mon Amour is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Bessie Papp:

This Fraktur Mon Amour are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Fraktur Mon Amour can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditionsin e-book and printed types. Beside that this Fraktur Mon Amour forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

L averne Jackson:

The book untitled Fraktur Mon Amour contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex
ideawith easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of
literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-sitein addition to order it. Have anice learn.

Pat Tran:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book asto be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update regarding something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Fraktur Mon Amour.
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