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This book focuses on the contribution of Marcel Mauss (1872-1950) to social
theory and a theory of cooperation. It shows that Mauss’s essay "The Gift"
(1925) can be seen as a classic of a pragmatist, interactionist and anti-utilitarian
sociology. It critiques the dichotomy of self-interest and normatively orientated
action that forms the basis of sociology. This conceptual dichotomization has
caused forms of social interaction (that cannot be localized either on the side of
self-interest or on that of morality) to be overlooked or taken little notice of. The
book argues that it is the logic of the gift and its reciprocity that accompany and
structure all forms of interaction, from the social micro to the macro-level. It
demonstrates that in modern societies agonistic and non-agonistic gifts form their
own orders of interaction.

This book uniquely establishes the paradigm of the gift as the basis for a theory
of interaction. It will be of great interest to researchers and postgraduates in
social theory, cultural theory, political sociology and global cooperation,
anthropology, philosophy and politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Frank Adloff’s book comes as a reminder as well as an eye-opener. It reminds us not to neglect
accomplishments of sociological theory of the 19th and 20th century sometimes forgotten under the
impact of postmodern and poststructuralist theories. […] Let us hope that this book will not only
impress the academic community but also readers in the ‘real world’ of politics on a national and
global scale." - Claus Leggewie, Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities Essen (KWI), Germany

"Frank Adloff's Gifts of Cooperation, Mauss and Pragmatism is as a well-argued, ambitious
contribution to gift theory as well as sociological theory and social thought at large. It is unique in the
way in which it positions itself in close alliance with an expanding current of neo-maussian, anti-
utilitarian, convivialist thinking in the social sciences and Alain Caillé's evolving gift paradigm in
particular, but also elaborates systematic bridges with the legacy of American pragmatism and the
Chicago school. Deftly surveying classical and contemporary theoretical developments in three
languages (French, English and German), it succeeds to clear the way for a stance that radically
opposes reducing gift action to either exchange or reciprocity, but also calls to better distinguish
between types of gifts and explore their implications in the hope of making for better, more creative as
well as pacified human relations in either the private or public sphere." - Ilana F. Silber, Bar-Ilan
University, Israel

"More than anybody before him, German social theorist Frank Adloff succeeds in connecting two
discourses that have for a long time coexisted without much interaction: American pragmatism and
the French tradition that follows Marcel Mauss's seminal essay on the gift. The result is a creative
social theory of the gift that is rich in insights for our time." - Hans Joas, Humboldt University, Berlin,
Germany and University of Chicago, USA

"One might have imagined it was impossible to say something genuinely new about Mauss’ Gift. I am
delighted to discover this is not the case." - David Graeber, London School of Economics, UK

"This book goes far beyond what its title indicates. By bringing together the Maussian legacy and the
pragmatist tradition it paves the way to a long expected and a decisive breakthrough in social theory.
Enfin!" - Alain Caillé, University Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense, France

About the Author

Frank Adloff is Professor of Sociology at the Institute of Sociology, University of Erlangen-Nuremberg,
Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jennifer Fields:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Gifts of Cooperation, Mauss and Pragmatism (Routledge Global Cooperation Series)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Michael Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Gifts of Cooperation,
Mauss and Pragmatism (Routledge Global Cooperation Series) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Michael Espy:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Gifts of Cooperation, Mauss and
Pragmatism (Routledge Global Cooperation Series) as the daily resource information.

Harrison Johnson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Gifts of Cooperation, Mauss and Pragmatism (Routledge Global Cooperation Series), you can
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a e-book.
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