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In Islamic Exceptionalism, Brookings Institution scholar and acclaimed author
Shadi Hamid offers a novel and provocative argument on how Islam is, in fact,
"exceptional" in how it relates to politics, with profound implications for how we
understand the future of the Middle East. Divides among citizens aren't just about
power but are products of fundamental disagreements over the very nature and
purpose of the modern nation state—and the vexing problem of religion’srolein
public life. Hamid argues for a new understanding of how Islam and Islamism
shape politics by examining different models of reckoning with the problem of
religion and state, including the terrifying—and alarmingly successful—example
of 1ISIS.

With unprecedented access to Idlamist activists and leaders across the region,
Hamid offers a panoramic and ambitious interpretation of the region's descent
into violence. Isamic Exceptionalismisavita contribution to our understanding
of Idam's past and present, and its outsized role in modern politics. We don't
haveto likeit, but we have to understand it—because Islam, asareligion and as
an idea, will continue to be aforce that shapes not just the region, but the West as
well in the decades to come.
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In Islamic Exceptionalism, Brookings Institution scholar and acclaimed author Shadi Hamid offers a novel
and provocative argument on how Idamis, in fact, "exceptional" in how it relates to politics, with profound
implications for how we understand the future of the Middle East. Divides among citizens aren't just about
power but are products of fundamental disagreements over the very nature and purpose of the modern nation
state—and the vexing problem of religion’srole in public life. Hamid argues for a new understanding of how
Islam and Islamism shape politics by examining different models of reckoning with the problem of religion
and state, including the terrifying—and alarmingly successful—example of 1SIS.

With unprecedented access to Islamist activists and leaders across the region, Hamid offers a panoramic and
ambitious interpretation of the region's descent into violence. Islamic Exceptionalismis avital contribution
to our understanding of Islam's past and present, and its outsized role in modern politics. We don't have to
likeit, but we have to understand it—because Islam, as areligion and as an idea, will continue to be aforce
that shapes not just the region, but the West as well in the decades to come.
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Editorial Review
Review

A New Statesman Book of the Year

"Few issues capture the public imagination quite so urgently asthat of 1slam’ s troubled relationship with the
West, democracy, modernity and, indeed, itself... Thisiswhere Shadi Hamid's |slamic Exceptionalism
comesinto itsown." =Shiraz Maher, The New Statesman

"Fresh, provocative thinking." —Kirkus Reviews

“Well, it turns out, there is something going on with Islam, and Shadi Hamid, quite helpfully, hasfigured it
out... [An] illuminating book.” —Carlos L ozada, The Washington Post

"A page-turner... For me, the book also provided the rarest of enjoyments; it changed the way | looked at the
world, even if just abit." -Murtaza Hussain, jour nalist at The I ntercept

"[1slamic Exceptionalism] limns the Islamist mind in unnerving detail... Hamid is unafraid to talk about
heaven, theodicy and divine justice.” —The National | nterest

“Perhaps [Hamid’ s] most provocative claim isthis: History will not necessarily favor the secular, liberal
democracies of the West.” —-Emma Green, The Atlantic

“Shadi Hamid provides an invaluable corrective to Western interpretations of Islam, Islamism, and the future
of democracy in the Muslim world. Whatever debate remains to be had cannot take place without reference
to thisinsightful and sympathetic document.”—L awrence Wright, author of The Looming Tower and
Thirteen Daysin September

“A riveting account of the Arab Spring and all that followed, by one of the world' s leading scholars on
political 1slam. Shadi Hamid explains convincingly that I1slam and the political movements it spawns are
truly exceptional and likely to frustrate the ‘ liberal determinists who believe that history inevitably
gravitates to a secular future. A hugely important book.” —General David Petraeus (Ret.), former director
of the CIA and commander of coalition forcesin Iraq and Afghanistan

“lslamic Exceptionalismis an honest, deeply researched, and at times anguished effort to make sense of the
Middle East after the failure of the Arab Spring and the rise of ISIS. Particularly rich and subtle on the crisis
facing the Muslim Brotherhood, the book offers both a snapshot of a painful moment and along-view
inquiry into the meeting between Islam and democracy. Sobering, urgent reading for anyone who cares about
the region, past and future.” -Noah Feldman, Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law, Harvard Law School
and author of Cool War, Scorpions, and The Fall and Rise of the | lamic State

"A smart and highly readable book by one of the leading experts on the topic. Hamid examines the defining
problem in the modern Middle East: how to mix religion and politics. His heartfelt fear is that in the age of
ISIS a solution won't come quickly because the features of a modern democratic state are often at odds with



the path to God.”-David Gregory, former host of Meet the Press and author of How's Your Faith

“Hamid offers readers a vital road map to navigate the chaos and confusion that is the post—Arab-Spring
Middle East.” -Reza Adlan, New York Times bestselling author of Zealot and No God but God

“Beyond the zero-sum proposals of Islam or liberalism, Shadi Hamid boldly wrestles with how these two can
negotiate the future of Muslim polities. Along the way, he educates us, challenging entrenched stereotypes
and blind presumptions, especialy the notion that the Muslim world must, can, or should go the way of the
West. ISam is a constant not a variable. |slamic Exceptionalism suggests that this may be the beginning of
wisdom for anyone wishing to understand, let alone shape, the political future of majority Muslim
states.”—Sherman A. Jackson, King Faisal Chair in Islamic Thought and Culture, University of
Southern California

"Ambitious and Chalenging" —Amanda Zeidan, The Huffington Post

“Probably the most thoughtful attempt that | know to cometo grips, to try to make sense of the rubble of the
Arab Spring, to see what can be done after these colossal disappointments.” — L eon Wiesdltier, I saiah
Berlin Senior Fellow in Culture and Policy, The Brookings I nstitution

"Hamid' swork offers atempered, well-researched analysis of Idamism inits current state and offers
tentative hopes for those seeking a new way through the intricacies of Islamic politicsin the Middle East."
—Publishers Weekly

“Excellent.” =The Irish Examiner

"For those who feel that everything will be solved by an ‘'Islamic reformation,” Hamid has cautionary words."
--Prospect

About the Author

Shadi Hamid is asenior fellow in the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution and a
contributing writer for The Atlantic. An expert on Islamist movements, he previously served as director of
research at the Brookings Doha Center. His first book Temptations of Power: Islamists and Illiberal
Democracy in a New Middle East was named a Foreign Affairs Best Book of 2014. Hamid livesin
Washington, D.C.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joan Hender son:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Islamic Exceptionalism: How the Struggle Over Ilam Is
Reshaping the World.



Joyce Matchett:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Islamic Exceptionalism:
How the Struggle Over Islam Is Reshaping the World, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

John Minnis:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Islamic
Exceptionalism: How the Struggle Over Islam |s Reshaping the World the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The Islamic Exceptionalism: How the Struggle Over Ilam Is
Reshaping the World giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful datafor your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Delois Dionisio:

Y ou may get this Islamic Exceptionalism: How the Struggle Over Islam I's Reshaping the World by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's
try to choose proper ways for you.
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