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A movie that swept the 1934 Academy Awards and captivated Depression-era
America, It Happened One Night challenged the ways Americans imagined
marriage, romance, gender, and class difference. This book examines key scenes
and formal features of It Happened One Night, and explores its lasting
importance in film history and in cultural studies.

Consideration of the film’s role in establishing the genre of the romantic●

comedy film
Investigations into the film’s persistent sexuality and its creativity in avoiding●

Depression-era censorship
Establishment of the cultural, economic, and political context of a film that●

directly addresses the Depression and class issues
Exploration of how the film invokes and develops the stardom of Clark Gable●

and Claudette Colbert and how this stardom intersects with the film’s topics of
gender, genre, sexuality, and class
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A movie that swept the 1934 Academy Awards and captivated Depression-era America, It Happened One
Night challenged the ways Americans imagined marriage, romance, gender, and class difference. This book
examines key scenes and formal features of It Happened One Night, and explores its lasting importance in
film history and in cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Filled with clearly explained theory, it is an exemplary guide for film students and teachers. Its shrewd
reading of the film empowers the text; the meticulous research and subtle analysis is sophisticated enough
for high level readers yet accessible enough for those new to the field. ... This book is not just for lovers of
Capra, Gable, or even 'old films'—the concepts of gender, class, stardom, and censorship developed in this
text are pertinent for any film buff." (M/C Reviews, April 2010)

Review
“Mizejewski is marvelously alert to the romance, sex, class feeling and star power that made It Happened
One Night a landmark comedy. An indispensable guide to what “It” is all about.”
Maria DiBattista, Princeton University

 "Linda Mizejewski's It Happened One Night, like Frank Capra's, is tough-minded and tender, politically and
discursively astute, yet open to the humor and mystery of "young people in love."  Her command of the
scholarship is impressive, her prose is nimble and sharp.  A landmark study of a landmark film."  Leland
Poague, Iowa State University

“What a wonderful read!  Mizejewski’s witty and lucid study of It Happened One Night offers a
knowledgeable introduction not only to this important film but to the genre of romantic comedy and the
scholarship it has inspired.”  
Kathleen Rowe Karlyn, University of Oregon

From the Back Cover
What you really want to watch.

 There are certain films and shows that resonate with audiences everywhere—they generate discussion and
debate about everything from gender, class, citizenship and race, to consumerism and social identity.  This
new ‘teachable canon’ of film and television introduces students to alternative classics that range from silent
film to CSI. 

Its most famous prop is a blanket, and its star endorsement was that real men do not wear undershirts. The●

humble and even corny touchstones of Frank Capra’s Academy-Award winning 1934 comedy It Happened
One Night belie its power and consequential status in the history of classic Hollywood cinema.
Through mad-cap action, spunky heroines, gender politics, and class/gender conflicts, It Happened One●

Night invites discussion of film history, the studio system, and the problems posed by sound cinema for
early-1930s censorship codes.
A strong case study for teaching American Depression Era history, and film genre development.●

Upcoming books in the series:

Miami Vice by James Lyons
CSI by Derek Kompare 
Law & Order by Alison McCracken 
Magnolia by Christina Lane 



Top Hat by Peter Evans 
Hairspray by Dana Heller 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Jackson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be It Happened One Night why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Virgie Tauber:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This It Happened One Night is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Katie Grossi:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like It Happened One Night
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Betsy Aguilar:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is It Happened One Night.
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