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The archaeology of the period A.D. 500-1000 has taken off in the Mediterranean
(where prehistoric and classical studies formerly enjoyed a virtual monopoly in
most areas) and in the Islamic world. Here, as in northern Europe, field survey,
careful excavation and improved methods of dating are beginning to supply
information which now is not only more abundant but also of much higher
quality than ever before. The 'New Archaeology', pioneered in the United States
in the 1960s, has taught the archaeologist the value of anthropological models in
the study of the past. The new data and models positively compel us to take a
new look at the written sources and reconsider the 'making of the Middle Ages'.

Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe attempts to prove the
point. Henri Pirenne's classic history of Europe between the fifth and ninth
centuries, Mohammed and Charlemagne, although published on the eve of the
Second World War, remains an important work. Many parts of its bold
framework have been attacked, but seldom decisively, for until now the evidence
has been insufficient. In their concise book, Richard Hodges and David
Whitehouse review the 'Pirenne thesis' in the light of archaeological information
from northern Europe, the Mediterranean and western Asia.

In doing so, they have two objectives: to tackle the major issue of the origins of
the Carolingian Empire and to indicate the almost staggering potential of the
archaeological data. This book, then, is an attempt to rekindle interest in an
important set of questions and to draw attention to new sets of data?and to
persuade readers to look across traditional boundaries between classical and
medieval, east and west, history and archaeology.
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The archaeology of the period A.D. 500-1000 has taken off in the Mediterranean (where prehistoric and
classical studies formerly enjoyed a virtual monopoly in most areas) and in the Islamic world. Here, as in
northern Europe, field survey, careful excavation and improved methods of dating are beginning to supply
information which now is not only more abundant but also of much higher quality than ever before. The
'New Archaeology', pioneered in the United States in the 1960s, has taught the archaeologist the value of
anthropological models in the study of the past. The new data and models positively compel us to take a new
look at the written sources and reconsider the 'making of the Middle Ages'.

Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe attempts to prove the point. Henri Pirenne's classic
history of Europe between the fifth and ninth centuries, Mohammed and Charlemagne, although published
on the eve of the Second World War, remains an important work. Many parts of its bold framework have
been attacked, but seldom decisively, for until now the evidence has been insufficient. In their concise book,
Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the 'Pirenne thesis' in the light of archaeological information
from northern Europe, the Mediterranean and western Asia.

In doing so, they have two objectives: to tackle the major issue of the origins of the Carolingian Empire and
to indicate the almost staggering potential of the archaeological data. This book, then, is an attempt to
rekindle interest in an important set of questions and to draw attention to new sets of data?and to persuade
readers to look across traditional boundaries between classical and medieval, east and west, history and
archaeology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this book, Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the Pirenne thesis and test hypotheses
advanced by some of Pirenne's critics in the light of archaeological information from the Mediterranean,
northern Europe, and western Asia. . . . The book succeeds extraordinarily well not only in integrating
archaeology with traditionally researched history but also in interweaving European and Islamic history in
the early medieval period."?American Historical Review

"Besides providing a splendid illustration of the potential for archaeological contributions to historical
studies, this book offers a new model for early medieval Europe. . . . The book is profusely illustrated with
well-selected photographs of representative objects and archaeological sites, site plans, and
maps."?Archaeology

"A major contribution to the reinvestigation of the Pirenne thesis."?Middle East Journal

From the Back Cover
'In this book, Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the Pirenne thesis and test hypotheses advanced
by some of Pirenne's critics in the light of archaeological information from the Mediterranean, northern
Europe, and western Asia....The book succeeds extraordinarily well not only in integrating archaeology with
traditionally researched history but also in interweaving European and Islamic history in the early medieval
period.'--American Historical Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and
the Pirenne Thesis. Try to face the book Mohammed, Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology
and the Pirenne Thesis as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.



Carlton Solley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Mohammed,
Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis will give you a new
experience in studying a book.

Agnes Figueroa:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Mohammed, Charlemagne,
and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Lynn Groff:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Mohammed,
Charlemagne, and the Origins of Europe: Archaeology and the Pirenne Thesis.
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