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This reader introduces students of philosophy and politics to the contemporary
critical literature on the classical social contract theorists: Thomas Hobbes
(1599-1697), John Locke (1632-1704), and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778).
Twelve thoughtfully selected essays guide students through the texts,
familiarizing them with key elements of the theory, while at the same time
introducing them to current scholarly controversies. A bibliography of additional
work is provided. The classical social contract theorists represent one of the two
or three most important modern traditions in political thought. Their ideas
dominated political debates in Europe and North America in the 17th and 18th
centuries, influencing political thinkers, statesmen, constitution makers,
revolutionaries, and other political actors alike. Debates during the French
Revolution and the early history of the American Republic were often conducted
in the language of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. Later political philosophy can
only be understood against this backdrop. And the contemporary revival of
contractarian moral and political thought, represented by John Rawls' A Theory
of Justice (1971) or David GauthierOs Morals by Agreement (1986), needs to be
appreciated in the history of this tradition.
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This reader introduces students of philosophy and politics to the contemporary critical literature on the
classical social contract theorists: Thomas Hobbes (1599-1697), John Locke (1632-1704), and Jean-Jacques
Rousseau (1712-1778). Twelve thoughtfully selected essays guide students through the texts, familiarizing
them with key elements of the theory, while at the same time introducing them to current scholarly
controversies. A bibliography of additional work is provided. The classical social contract theorists represent
one of the two or three most important modern traditions in political thought. Their ideas dominated political
debates in Europe and North America in the 17th and 18th centuries, influencing political thinkers,
statesmen, constitution makers, revolutionaries, and other political actors alike. Debates during the French
Revolution and the early history of the American Republic were often conducted in the language of Hobbes,
Locke, and Rousseau. Later political philosophy can only be understood against this backdrop. And the
contemporary revival of contractarian moral and political thought, represented by John Rawls' A Theory of
Justice (1971) or David GauthierOs Morals by Agreement (1986), needs to be appreciated in the history of
this tradition.
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Editorial Review

Review
It is a useful reference text for political philosophers and a nice secondary work for courses in political
philosophy. (Ethics)

About the Author
Christopher W. Morris is professor of philosophy at Bowling Green State University in and the author of
An Essay on the Modern State (Cambridge University Press).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Gonzales:

Exactly why? Because this The Social Contract Theorists: Critical Essays on Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau
(Critical Essays on the Classics Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Raymond Hollander:

You may get this The Social Contract Theorists: Critical Essays on Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau (Critical
Essays on the Classics Series) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Ardith Bobo:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Social Contract Theorists: Critical Essays on Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau (Critical Essays on the
Classics Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.



Hayden Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Social
Contract Theorists: Critical Essays on Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau (Critical Essays on the Classics Series).
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