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From the author of The Great Acting Teachers and Their Methods, Under the
Circumstances details a step-by-step approach to playing a part. Based on the
work Constantine Stanislavski was using near the end of hislife, we follow two
actors as ateacher guides them through their partsin Henrik Ibsen's great play, A
Doll House. Then we learn how techniques are used for monologues and cold
readings. We learn how analysis stems from instinct, from experiencing the
character's circumstances without becoming them or speaking their dialogue.
Actors memorize "events' and not lines. This approach, never before so clearly
explained or engagingly taught, gives actors, from novices to professionals, a
reliable, creative, and innovative method for playing a part. Under the
Circumstances is abook you will put to immediate use.
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From the author of The Great Acting Teachers and Their Methods, Under the Circumstances details a step-
by-step approach to playing a part. Based on the work Constantine Stanislavski was using near the end of his
life, we follow two actors as a teacher guides them through their partsin Henrik Ibsen's great play, A Dall
House. Then we learn how techniques are used for monologues and cold readings. We learn how analysis
stems from instinct, from experiencing the character's circumstances without becoming them or speaking
their dialogue. Actors memorize "events' and not lines. This approach, never before so clearly explained or
engagingly taught, gives actors, from novices to professionals, areliable, creative, and innovative method for
playing a part. Under the Circumstancesis a book you will put to immediate use.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This book comes out of the author's own experience as an actor and teacher. As he rereads the works of
Konstantin Stanislavksi (the founder of "method" acting), Brestoff (The Camera Smart Actor, LJ 12/94) was
struck by Stanislavski's approach, which calls upon actors to "experience the circumstances of aplay before
speaking any dialogue or trying to characterize." Brestoff has refined and expanded on Stanislavski's ideas,
taking the reader through the process followed by two actors as they work on a scene from Ibsen's A Doll's
House. Improvisation is akey to visualizing the roles actors are to play. An 18-point process review
concludes this well-written and very useful book. Recommended for theater arts collections.AHoward E.
Miller, MLS, St. Louis

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Richard Brestoff is an Assistant Professor of Dramain the Claire Trevor School of the Arts at the University
of California, Irvine. He is an actor with credits on Broadway, Off-Broadway, in regional theater, and in
film, television and radio. He is the author of The Camera Smart Actor, The Great Acting Teachers and Their
Methods, Acting Under the Circumstances, and most recently, The Actor's Wheel of Connection.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alexander Ratcliff:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Acting Under the Circumstances. Variations on a
Theme of Stanislavski (Career Development Series) had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide
Acting Under the Circumstances: Variations on a Theme of Stanislavski (Career Development Series) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend
your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Acting
Under the Circumstances: Variations on a Theme of Stanislavski (Career Development Series). Y ou never
truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Spencer Fuentes:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because al this time you only find reserve that need more timeto be
study. Acting Under the Circumstances: Variations on a Theme of Stanislavski (Career Devel opment Series)
can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.



Deborah Knight:

The book untitled Acting Under the Circumstances: Variations on a Theme of Stanislavski (Career
Development Series) contain alot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. Y ou can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice
study.

Lorenzo Davis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Acting Under the
Circumstances: Variations on a Theme of Stanislavski (Career Development Series) which isfinding the e-
book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.
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