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Blind since early childhood, the Egyptian theologian and monk Didymus (ca.
313-398) wielded a masterful knowledge of Scripture, philosophy, and previous
biblical interpretation, earning the esteem of his contemporaries Athanasius,
Antony of Egypt, Jerome, Rufinus, and Palladius, as well as of the historians
Socrates and Theodoret in the decades following his death. He was, however,
anathematized by the Fifth Ecumenical Council in 553 because of his utilization
and defense of the works of Origen, and this condemnation may be responsible
for the loss of many of Didymus's writings. Jerome and Palladius mentioned that
Didymus had written commentaries on Old Testament books; these
commentaries were assumed to be no longer extant until the discovery in 1941 in
Tura, Egypt, of papyri containing commentaries on Genesis, Zechariah, Job,
Ecclesiastes, and some of the Psalms.

Certain features of the Genesis commentary, unfortunately not preserved in its
entirety, seem to indicate that it may have been Didymus's earliest work. In
addition to his silence regarding his other works, remarks on specific heresies as
well as Christological interpretations occur much less frequently here than in his
Zechariah commentary (previously published in Fathers of the Church Vol. 111).
Moreover, the heavier reliance on Philo and Origen may indicate relative
inexperience.

Whereas Didymus specifically names Philo in this commentary, he never
identifies Origen as one of his sources even when quoting the latter verbatim.
Like Origen, he rgjects anthropomorphic interpretations and proceeds to an
allegorical approach when the literal meaning repels him. He does not, however,
neglect the literal-historical level; see, for example, his examination of the story
of the Flood. All three of Origen'slevels of interpretation?iteral, moral, and
allegorical 7are mobilized here. This previously untranslated text is crucial for
studies of the fourth century and of the monumental influence of Origen.
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Blind since early childhood, the Egyptian theologian and monk Didymus (ca. 313-398) wielded a masterful
knowledge of Scripture, philosophy, and previous biblical interpretation, earning the esteem of his
contemporaries Athanasius, Antony of Egypt, Jerome, Rufinus, and Palladius, as well as of the historians
Socrates and Theodoret in the decades following his death. He was, however, anathematized by the Fifth
Ecumenical Council in 553 because of his utilization and defense of the works of Origen, and this
condemnation may be responsible for the loss of many of Didymus's writings. Jerome and Palladius
mentioned that Didymus had written commentaries on Old Testament books; these commentaries were
assumed to be no longer extant until the discovery in 1941 in Tura, Egypt, of papyri containing
commentaries on Genesis, Zechariah, Job, Ecclesiastes, and some of the Psalms.

Certain features of the Genesis commentary, unfortunately not preserved in its entirety, seem to indicate that
it may have been Didymus's earliest work. In addition to his silence regarding his other works, remarks on
specific heresies as well as Christological interpretations occur much less frequently here than in his
Zechariah commentary (previously published in Fathers of the Church Vol. 111). Moreover, the heavier
reliance on Philo and Origen may indicate rel ative inexperience.

Whereas Didymus specifically names Philo in this commentary, he never identifies Origen as one of his
sources even when quoting the latter verbatim. Like Origen, he re ects anthropomorphic interpretations and
proceeds to an allegorical approach when the literal meaning repels him. He does not, however, neglect the
literal-historical level; see, for example, his examination of the story of the Flood. All three of Origen'slevels
of interpretation?literal, moral, and allegorical 7are mobilized here. This previoudy untranslated text is
crucia for studies of the fourth century and of the monumental influence of Origen.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Robert C. Hill, afounder and honorary fellow of the Australian Catholic University's Centre for Early
Christian Studies, was a distinguished biblical scholar best known for his prodigious talent as a trandlator of
patristic biblical commentaries onthe Old Testament. Nearly thirty volumes of his translations have been
published, many of them in the Fathers of the Church series, othersin the Library of Early Christianity
series. In recognition of thiswork he was awarded the papal cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John
Paul 11.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Frey:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a strall,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Commentary on
Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lori Leavitt:

The book Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your sparetime. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) to become your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Commentary on Genesis
(Fathers of the Church Patristic Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopediaor other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Joseph Owens:

This Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) is great guide for you because the
content that isfull of information for you who al always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, factsinitisnot ridiculous asingle. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or



fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Robert Fox:

That publication can make you to fed relax. This specific book Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the
Church Patristic Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book
Commentary on Genesis (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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