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Travel backward through time from today's scattered billions to the handful of
early humans who lived in Africa 60,000 years ago and are ancestors to us all.

In Deep Ancestry, scientist and National Geographic explorer Spencer Wells
shows how tiny genetic changes add up over time into a fascinating story. Using
scores of real-life examples, helpful analogies, and detailed diagrams and
illustrations, he explains exactly how each and every individual's DNA
contributes another piece to the jigsaw puzzle of human history. The book takes
readers inside the Genographic Project—the landmark study now assembling the
world's largest collection of DNA samples and employing the latest in testing
technology and computer analysis to examine hundreds of thousand of genetic
profiles from all over the globe—and invites us all to take part.
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Travel backward through time from today's scattered billions to the handful of early humans who lived in
Africa 60,000 years ago and are ancestors to us all.

In Deep Ancestry, scientist and National Geographic explorer Spencer Wells shows how tiny genetic changes
add up over time into a fascinating story. Using scores of real-life examples, helpful analogies, and detailed
diagrams and illustrations, he explains exactly how each and every individual's DNA contributes another
piece to the jigsaw puzzle of human history. The book takes readers inside the Genographic Project—the
landmark study now assembling the world's largest collection of DNA samples and employing the latest in
testing technology and computer analysis to examine hundreds of thousand of genetic profiles from all over
the globe—and invites us all to take part.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this concise and well-written work, Wells (The Journey of Man) provides an accessible introduction to
genetic anthropology, the study of human history using genetic evidence. Wells is the director of the
Genographic Project, which collects DNA samples from a wide array of world populations to better
understand human history over the last 200,000 years. Wells does a fantastic job distilling both genetics and
genetic anthropology into straightforward topics, presenting sophisticated material accessibly without
oversimplification. He gives the reader the basic concepts (Y chromosomes, mtDNA, haplogroups, genetic
markers) and then proceeds to step through genographic research from its 19th-century origins to the present
day. In so doing, he takes the reader back to the 170,000-year-old female genetic ancestor of every person
alive today: the so-called African Eve. It is a remarkable journey that will appeal to readers of all
backgrounds interested in exploring the science and research behind human evolution, although those with
more experience in the sciences may find some of the material elementary.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The study of human prehistory has been revolutionized by genetic evidence. Here a leading researcher in
genetic anthropology surveys the specialty. He warns that its promise could go unrealized because
contemporary mobility is reshuffling the human genome, obscuring the DNA details by which experts can
trace the geographic ancestry of contemporary ethnic groups. To rescue genetic information, Wells heads
National Geographic Society's Genographic Project, which collects and analyzes DNA from volunteers to
create a database of the human genome as it was before the Industrial Revolution. He relays the personal
stories and ethnic lineage of five such volunteers while explaining both the DNA markers and the logic by
which he and his colleagues can reliably place and date a person's ancestry. Even at this early stage, genomic
discoveries about ancient migrations are astounding, and the potential of the NGS project to continue them is
apparent from the open questions Wells poses in his epilogue. An informative and exciting picture of science
in the making. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"In this concise and well-written work, Wells (The Journey of Man) provides an accessible introduction to
genetic anthropology, the study of human history using genetic evidence. It is a remarkable journey that will
appeal to readers of all backgrounds interested in exploring the science and research behind human
evolution." —Publishers Weekly

"Wells ends the book with an invitation to take part in the project... This is a rare chance to not only learn
about ourselves, but to contribute in a worldwide scientific experiment." —Bookpage

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Campbell:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Deep Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


any book Deep Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Ida Hamilton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Deep Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Deep Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project is not only giving you much
more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Deep Ancestry: Inside The
Genographic Project. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lori Roth:

The reason? Because this Deep Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Christopher Bohner:

Deep Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Deep
Ancestry: Inside The Genographic Project although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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