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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

At its peak in the nineteenth century, the British Empire was the largest empire ever known, governing
roughly a quarter of the world's population. In Empire, Niall Ferguson explains how "an archipelago of rainy
islands... came to rule the world," and examines the costs and consequences, both good and bad, of British
imperialism. Though the book's breadth is impressive, it is not intended to be a comprehensive history of the
British Empire; rather, Ferguson seeks to glean lessons from this history for future, or present, empires--
namely America. Pointing out that the U.S. is both a product of the British Empire aswell asan heir to it, he
asks whether America-—-an "empire in denial"--should "seek to shed or to shoulder the imperial load it has
inherited." As he points out in this fascinating book, there is compelling evidence for both.

Observing that "the difficulty with the achievements of empire is that they are much more likely to be taken
for granted than the sins of empire," Ferguson stresses that the British did do much good for humanity in
their quest for domination: promotion of the free movement of goods, capital, and labor and a common rule
of law and governance chief among them. "The question is not whether British imperialism was without
blemish. It was not. The question is whether there could have been aless bloody path to modernity," he
writes. The challenge for the U.S., he argues, isfor it to use its undisputed power as aforce for positive
change in the world and not to fall into some of the same traps as the British before them.

Covering awide range of topics, including the rise of consumerism (initially fueled by a desire for coffee,
tea, tobacco, and sugar), the biggest mass migration in history (20 million emigrants between the early 1600s
and the 1950s), the impact of missionaries, the triumph of capitalism, the spread of the English language, and
globalization, thisis abrilliant synthesis of various topics and an extremely entertaining read. --Shawn
Carkonen

From Publishers Weekly

Acclaimed British historian Ferguson (The Pity of War) takes the revisionist (or perhaps re-revisionist)
position that the British Empire was, on balance, a good thing, that it "impog[ed] free markets, the rule of
law... and relatively incorrupt government” on a quarter of the globe. Ferguson'simperia boosterism differs
from more critical recent scholarship on the empire, such as Linda Colley's Captives and Simon Schama's A
History of Britain: The Fate of Empire. Ferguson's gracefully written narrative traces the history of the
empire from its beginnings in the 16th century. As Ferguson tells it, by the 18th century British consumers
had devel oped a strong taste for sugar, tobacco, coffee, tea and other imports. The empire's role wasto
supply these commaodities and to offer cheap land to British settlers. Not until the late 18th century did
Britain add a"civilizing mission” to its commercial motives. Liberalsin Britain, often fired by religious
feelings, abolished the slave trade and then set out to Christianize indigenous peoples. Ferguson gives a
wonderful account of the fabled career of missionary and explorer David Livingstone. The author admits that
the British sometimes responded to native opposition with brutality and racism. Y et he argues that other
empires, especialy those of Germany and Japan, were far more brutal (anot entirely satisfying defense).
Indeed, Ferguson contends that Britain nobly sacrificed its empire in order to defeat these imperial rivasin
WWII. His provocative and elegantly written account will surely trigger debate, if not downright vilification,
among history readers and postcolonial scholars. 25 color illus., b&w illus., maps.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
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Past, present, and future meet in British historian Ferguson's provocative take on British history. His primary
assertion is that "for better, for worse--fair and foul--the world we know today isin large measure the
product of Britain's Age of Empire." Impressive facts and figures come first in his account--chiefly, that the
empire Britain assembled was the biggest in world history, "bar none." But why did it disappear? Ferguson's
answers to that question are underscored by his insistence that Americans should--no, must-- understand the
loss of empire and itsimplications for the U.S. Since the global hegemony enjoyed by Britain disintegrated,
will the superpower status currently exercised by the U.S. do likewise? Or, as Ferguson poetically yet
emphatically phrases the issue, "Should the United States seek to shed or to shoulder the imperial load it has
inherited?' The lesson here may have been taught before--history informs current events--but it is alesson
that deserves to be retaught regularly. Brad Hooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Diego Mears:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Empire: The Rise and Demise of
the British World Order and the Lessons for Global Power is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Empire: The Rise
and Demise of the British World Order and the Lessons for Global Power suitable to you? Often the book
was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Empire: The Rise and Demise of the
British World Order and the Lessons for Global Poweris a single of several books that will everyone read
now. That book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Concepcion Shaw:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Empire: The Rise and Demise of
the British World Order and the Lessons for Global Power, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.



Catherine Almond:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Empire: The Rise and Demise of the British
World Order and the Lessons for Global Power reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still
uncertainty Empire: The Rise and Demise of the British World Order and the Lessons for Global Power as
good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't determine
book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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