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Ethnicity and Elections in Turkey attempts to understand the mobilization
strategies of incumbent parties to consolidate and increase their support among
swing voters of an ethnic group. By analyzing the strategy of AKP on voters of
Kurdish origin, it investigates the conditions under which it can mobilize them
through the clientelistic network and its effectiveness in increasing support for
the party.

This investigation is conducted through a district and neighborhood level case
study conducted in the districts of Beyo?lu, Sancaktepe and Beykoz situated in
Istanbul. The main hypotheses are tested through five different steps. Firstly, an
examination of electoral results identifies a large number of voters of Kurdish
origin as ideologically close to pro-Islamist and pro-Kurdish parties. Secondly,
the book identifies the main organs responsible of mobilizing voters and defines
the nature of the clientelistic network. Thirdly, the study suggests that the
incorporation of these voters into the party’s clientelistic network is a function of
the number and time of entry of activists of Kurdish origin in the party’s ranks
and the intensity of their contacts with the voters. Fourthly, it reveals the
effectiveness of clientelistic mobilization in consolidating and increasing support
among swing voters of Kurdish origin. Lastly, the inner party organization and
critical juncture experienced by the party are argued to be influential in its ability
to increase its network through the incorporation of new activists.

Providing an alternative explanation of AKP’s electoral success in Turkey, this
book is essential reading for students and scholars with an interest in Middle East
politics, political parties and political science.
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Ethnicity and Elections in Turkey attempts to understand the mobilization strategies of incumbent parties to
consolidate and increase their support among swing voters of an ethnic group. By analyzing the strategy of
AKP on voters of Kurdish origin, it investigates the conditions under which it can mobilize them through the
clientelistic network and its effectiveness in increasing support for the party.

This investigation is conducted through a district and neighborhood level case study conducted in the
districts of Beyo?lu, Sancaktepe and Beykoz situated in Istanbul. The main hypotheses are tested through
five different steps. Firstly, an examination of electoral results identifies a large number of voters of Kurdish
origin as ideologically close to pro-Islamist and pro-Kurdish parties. Secondly, the book identifies the main
organs responsible of mobilizing voters and defines the nature of the clientelistic network. Thirdly, the study
suggests that the incorporation of these voters into the party’s clientelistic network is a function of the
number and time of entry of activists of Kurdish origin in the party’s ranks and the intensity of their contacts
with the voters. Fourthly, it reveals the effectiveness of clientelistic mobilization in consolidating and
increasing support among swing voters of Kurdish origin. Lastly, the inner party organization and critical
juncture experienced by the party are argued to be influential in its ability to increase its network through the
incorporation of new activists.

Providing an alternative explanation of AKP’s electoral success in Turkey, this book is essential reading for
students and scholars with an interest in Middle East politics, political parties and political science.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Gül Ar?kan Akda? holds a PHD from Sabanc? University and is an Assistant Professor at the French
Department of Political Science and International Relations at Yeditepe University. Her research interests
include; Political Parties, Political Mobilization, Voting behaviour, Turkish Political Life, Electoral
Competition, Ethnic Politics, Party/voter linkages, and Clientelism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Ethnicity and Elections in Turkey: Party Politics and the Mobilization of
Swing Voters (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics).

Joyce Burke:

The book Ethnicity and Elections in Turkey: Party Politics and the Mobilization of Swing Voters (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Ethnicity
and Elections in Turkey: Party Politics and the Mobilization of Swing Voters (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Politics) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide
Ethnicity and Elections in Turkey: Party Politics and the Mobilization of Swing Voters (Routledge Studies in
Middle Eastern Politics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jeannette Coleman:

This book untitled Ethnicity and Elections in Turkey: Party Politics and the Mobilization of Swing Voters
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Politics) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-



book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Faye Berg:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book Ethnicity
and Elections in Turkey: Party Politics and the Mobilization of Swing Voters (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Politics). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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