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"Thegreatest novel of physical love which China has produced.” —Pear| S.
Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei)
has been called the fifth Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of
the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in its own timefor its literary
qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it has also
been denigrated asa"dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen
Qing, awealthy, young, dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his
marriage to afifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden Lotus." In her desireto
influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare
the rivalries within this wealthy family while chronicling itsrise and fall. It fields
ahost of vivid characters, each seeking advantage in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a
pseudonym, means " Scoffing Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the
late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso collection of voices and
vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different socia registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment
mordantly on the society of the time.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington
University, who situates the novel for contemporary readers and explainsits
greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition. This
tranglation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as translated by Clement
Egerton with the assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the
most prominent Chinese writers of the twentieth century. The translation has
been pinyinized and corrected.
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"The greatest novel of physical love which China hasproduced." —Pear| S. Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei) has been called the fifth
Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in
itsown time for itsliterary qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it hasalso
been denigrated asa"dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen Qing, awealthy, young,
dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his marriage to a fifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden
Lotus." In her desire to influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare the rivalries within this
wealthy family while chronicling itsrise and fall. It fields a host of vivid characters, each seeking advantage
in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a pseudonym, means " Scoffing
Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso
collection of voices and vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different social registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment mordantly on the society of
thetime.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington University, who situates the novel
for contemporary readers and explains its greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition.
This tranglation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as trandated by Clement Egerton with the
assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the most prominent Chinese writers of the
twentieth century. The transglation has been pinyinized and corrected.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced.” —Pear| S. Buck, Nobel Prize winning
author

"Egerton and Qingchun (the novelist Lao She), however, present this version entirely in English.
Supplemental materials such as an alphabetical list of characters and Washington University Professor
Raobert Hegel's new introduction detailing the novel's historical context will prove invaluable to readers.”
—Publishers Weekly

About the Author
L anling Xiaoxiaosheng wrote The Golden Lotus during the early years of the Wanji era (1573—1620) of
the Ming Empire. Nothing certain is known of Lanling'slife.

Clement Egerton was at various times a senior officer in the British army, an Anglican bishop, and a writer,
editor, linguist, and prolific photographer, but he is best known for his enduring translation of The Golden
Lotus.

Shu Qingchun boarded with Clement Egerton and his wife when he was a lecturer in Chinese at the School
of Oriental Studiesin London, but he became famous as the Beijing novelist and dramatist Lao She, whose
best-known work may be Rickshaw Boy. He was killed, or committed suicide, during the Cultural
Revolution.

Robert Hegel isthe Liselotte Dieckmann Professor of Comparative Literature and a professor of Asian and
Near Eastern Languages and Literatures at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LuisGray:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle
Classics) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Leroy Torres:

The book untitled Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) contain alot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so



do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Esther Cunningham:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle
Classics) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Jason Nimmons:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Golden Lotus VVolume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) when you needed it?
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