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WINNER OF THE NAGUIB MAHFOUZ MEDAL FOR LITERATURE

A fierce and moving work and an unparalleled rendering of the human aspects of
the Palestinian predicament.

Barred from his homeland after 1967’ s Six-Day War, the poet Mourid Barghouti
spent thirty years in exile—shuttling among the world’ s cities, yet secure in none
of them; separated from his family for years at atime; never certain whether he
was avisitor, arefugee, acitizen, or aguest. As he returns home for the first time
since the Isragli occupation, Barghouti crosses a wooden bridge over the Jordan
River into Ramallah and is unable to recognize the city of hisyouth. Sifting
through memories of the old Palestine as they come up against what he now
encountersin this mere “idea of Palestine,” he discovers what it means to be
deprived not only of ahomeland but of “the habitual place and status of a
person.” A tour de force of memory and reflection, lamentation and resilience, |
Saw Ramallah is a deeply humane book, essential to any balanced understanding
of today’s Middle East.
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exile—shuttling among the world’ s cities, yet secure in none of them; separated from his family for years at
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Y ou can never go home again. That's the message in this impressionistic memoir by a Palestinian poet
returning to the West Bank after 30 years of exile. Barghouti wasin Cairo at the university when Isragl won
the Six-Day War and didn't return home until 1996, when the now-defunct Oslo Accords allowed him to go
back. As one might expect, his return to see his birthplace and his family is fraught with problems, as he
attempts to reconnect with relatives and friends. The people living in Ramallah and its physical geography
have changed in ways that make Barghouti feel as displaced at home as he does abroad. The changes he
blames partly on the weakness of his own people, but mostly on the Israglis. The truth of Palestinian faults
"does not absolve the enemy of his original crime...." Indeed, the anger he feels at I sraglis on both the | eft
and the right helps explain why the Oslo peace process failed and why peace seems as elusive as ever. But
thisis as much a personal journey as a political one. Using a poet's eye for detail and language (the book is
beautifully translated), Barghouti, who now livesin Cairo, intersperses the story of his homecoming with his
history of journeys across the Arab world. "The displaced person becomes a stranger to his memories and so
hetriesto cling to them." His deft mind and words show how, for many Palestinians, politics have
swallowed up the personal.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Poet Barghouti puts a personal face on the plight of displaced Palestinians in this account that is as much
politically tinged lament as memoir. Thirty years--and nine volumes of verse--after being deported from his
home in Cairo, he was permitted to return to the home of hisyouth on the West Bank in 1997. "Displacement
islike death," he states. "One thinks it happens only to other people." Y et he describes himself as just one of
four million displaced Palestinians who have no airline, police, TV, or government. Several months after the
Six Days War, when his son was just five months old, Barghouti was taken for "preventative deportation”
and separated from his family for most of the next 17 years before being allowed back in Egypt. He targets
Anwar Sadat, responsible for the deportation that deprived him of having other children, and various Isragli
leaders, who headed the occupation he calls a crime. Interspersed vignettes portraying the author's life are
often charming but sometimes confusing in terms of chronology and emphasis--only at midbook is his
deportation detailed, and even then it's not fully explained--and repetition dulls the message. Still, this
relentless account, first published in 1997 in the Arab world, reflects the acuity and sensitivity of a poet (with
an occasional verse included) and provides an underrepresented point of view. Michele Leber

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“The most eloquent statement in English of what it is like to be a Palestinian today. . . . No other book so
well explains the background to recent eventsin Palestine/lsrael.” —The Times Literary Supplement

“An important literary event. . . . One of the finest existential accounts of Palestinian displacement that we
now have.” —Edward W. Said, from the Foreword

“Forceful, lyrical, evocative. . . . A wonderful read.” —The Washington Report on Middle East Affairs

“Stirring. . . . Poignant. . . . Compelling. . . . | Saw Ramallah is a magnificent addition to world literature. It
is picturesque and lifelike. Its evocative images touch, move, and inspire.” —Middle East Sudies Association


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Bulletin
“Marvelous. . . . A beautifully constructed and moving memoir.” —Al-Ahram Weekly

“An honest and lyrical account from the Palestinian Diaspora. . . . This book describesin detail the damage
done to the Palestinian people in the most beautiful prose. . . . Because of his frankness and calm tone,
Barghouti has ensured that thislife story will stay with the reader along time after all the shouting and
politicking stops.” —Cairo Times

“A rare memoair. . . . Humane and eloquent.” —In These Times

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Frye:

The book | Saw Ramallah make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading abook | Saw Ramallah for being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book | Saw Ramallah. Kinds of book are alot of.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Antoinette Hagen:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this| Saw Ramallah book since this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees thereis no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Lisa Thomason:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love | Saw Ramallah, you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Shawn Young:

| Saw Ramallah can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away



because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing | Saw Ramallah but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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