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A never-before-published account of the experience of an American officer at the
hands of Japanese captors, Prisoner of the Rising Sun offers new evidence of the
treatment accorded officers and shows how the Corregidor prisoners fared
compared with the ill-fated Bataan captives.

When Japanese aircraft struck airfields in the Philippines on December 8, 1941,
Col. Lewis C. Beebe was Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s chief supply officer.
Promoted to brigadier general, he would become chief of staff for General
Wainwright in early March, 1942. From his privileged vantage point, Beebe kept
diary records of the Japanese invasion of the Philippines, their advance to Manila
and capture of the Bataan Peninsula, and their assault on Corregidor. On May 6,
Japanese troops assaulted Corregidor and secured the island in less than twelve
hours. Beebe was among those captured and held prisoner until the end of the
war in the Pacific, more than four years later.

During his captivity, Beebe managed to keep a diary in which he recorded the
relatively benign treatment he and his fellow officers received (at least in
comparison with the horrific conditions described in the better-known accounts
of less high-ranking POWs held by the Japanese elsewhere). He reports on poor
rations, less than adequate medical care, and field work in camps in the
Philippines, on Taiwan, and in Manchuria. He also describes the sometimes
greedy and selfish behavior of his fellow captives, as well as a lighter side of
camp life that included work on a novel, singing, POW concerts, and Red Cross
visits. His philosophy demanded that captivity should be borne with optimism
and self-respect.

Annotation and an epilogue by General Beebe’s son, Rev. John M. Beebe, add
details about his military career, and an informative introduction by historian
Stanley L. Falk places the diary in the context of the broader American
experience of captivity at the hands of the Japanese. The diary itself not only
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provides new details of the treatment of officers by the Japanese army, but also
offers a glimpse into the psyche of one of the members of the Greatest
Generation who transformed his captivity by using it to sort out what was most
important in life.
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A never-before-published account of the experience of an American officer at the hands of Japanese captors,
Prisoner of the Rising Sun offers new evidence of the treatment accorded officers and shows how the
Corregidor prisoners fared compared with the ill-fated Bataan captives.

When Japanese aircraft struck airfields in the Philippines on December 8, 1941, Col. Lewis C. Beebe was
Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s chief supply officer. Promoted to brigadier general, he would become chief of
staff for General Wainwright in early March, 1942. From his privileged vantage point, Beebe kept diary
records of the Japanese invasion of the Philippines, their advance to Manila and capture of the Bataan
Peninsula, and their assault on Corregidor. On May 6, Japanese troops assaulted Corregidor and secured the
island in less than twelve hours. Beebe was among those captured and held prisoner until the end of the war
in the Pacific, more than four years later.

During his captivity, Beebe managed to keep a diary in which he recorded the relatively benign treatment he
and his fellow officers received (at least in comparison with the horrific conditions described in the better-
known accounts of less high-ranking POWs held by the Japanese elsewhere). He reports on poor rations, less
than adequate medical care, and field work in camps in the Philippines, on Taiwan, and in Manchuria. He
also describes the sometimes greedy and selfish behavior of his fellow captives, as well as a lighter side of
camp life that included work on a novel, singing, POW concerts, and Red Cross visits. His philosophy
demanded that captivity should be borne with optimism and self-respect.

Annotation and an epilogue by General Beebe’s son, Rev. John M. Beebe, add details about his military
career, and an informative introduction by historian Stanley L. Falk places the diary in the context of the
broader American experience of captivity at the hands of the Japanese. The diary itself not only provides
new details of the treatment of officers by the Japanese army, but also offers a glimpse into the psyche of one
of the members of the Greatest Generation who transformed his captivity by using it to sort out what was
most important in life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Emerging like a ghost, the publication of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe's prison diary has given us a
remarkable book." -- The Journal of Military History, October 2006

About the Author

John M. Beebe followed in his father’s footsteps by becoming an officer in the U.S. Army. He served in
combat in Korea as well as Vietnam before retiring and entering the ministry. Beebe now lives in San
Antonio and has begun work on another book of his father’s writing.Stanley L. Falk, former chief historian
of the U.S. Air Force, is the author of five books on World War II, including Bataan: The March of Death.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis
Beebe (Texas A & M University Military History Series). Try to the actual book Prisoner of the Rising Sun:
The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A & M University Military History Series) as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Michael Davis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Lost Diary
of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A & M University Military History Series). All type of book could
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Gary Clark:

This Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A & M University
Military History Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will



get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Prisoner of the Rising
Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A & M University Military History Series)
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A &
M University Military History Series) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Prisoner of the
Rising Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A & M University Military History
Series) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Laura Dupont:

The book untitled Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A &
M University Military History Series) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality
of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book,
hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Prisoner of the Rising Sun: The Lost Diary of Brigadier General Lewis Beebe (Texas A & M
University Military History Series) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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