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Enormous skyscrapers will house residents and workers who happily go "for
weeks" without setting foot on the ground. Streamlined, "hurricane-proof" houses
will pivot on their foundations like weather vanes. The family car will turn into
an airplane so easily that "a woman can do it in five minutes." Our wars will be
fought by robots. And our living room furniture?waterproof, of course?will clean
up with a squirt from the garden hose.

In Yesterday's Tomorrows Joseph J. Corn and Brian Horrigan explore the future
as Americans earlier in the last century expected it to happen. Filled with vivid
color images and lively text, the book is eloquent testimony to the
confidence?and, at times, the naive faith?Americans have had in science and
technology. The future that emerges here, the authors conclude, is one in which
technology changes, but society and politics usually do not.

The authors draw on a wide variety of sources?popular-science magazines,
science fiction, world fair exhibits, films, advertisements, and plans for things
only dreamed of. From Jules Verne to the Jetsons, from a 500-passenger flying
wing to an anti-aircraft flying buzz-saw, the vision of the future as seen through
the eyes of the past demonstrates the play of the American imagination on the
canvas of the future.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Whether it involves gleaming mega-cities, scudding unflawed skies or the inane advertising smile of a man
who just loves his personal flying machine, watching Americans look forward is to look back. It is to look at
ourselves in our most brilliant and boneheaded moments. Which is great fun. Here, moreover, the fun is
enhanced by a cheerful... text and?the real glory?a wonderful abundance of visual material drawn from a
Smithsonian traveling exhibit."

(Boston Globe)

"Many books might be commended as entertaining, instructive, or even fascinating. Yesterday's Tomorrows
deserves each of these adjectives... The reader is taken through a gallery populated with forgotten industrial
prototypes, architectural models, toy ray guns, flying cavalrymen on 'helihorses,' science fiction props from
Hollywood and, or course, all sorts of projects and renderings concerning transportation."

(Road and Track)

From the Back Cover
Enormous skyscrapers will house residents and workers who happily go "for weeks" without setting foot on
the ground. Streamlined, "hurricane-proof" houses will pivot on their foundations like weather vanes. The
family car will turn into an airplane so easily that "a woman can do it in five minutes". Our wars will be
fought by robots. And our living room furniture - waterproof, of course - will clean up with a squirt from the
garden hose. In Yesterday's Tomorrows Joseph J. Corn and Brian Horrigan explore the future as Americans
earlier in this century expected it to happen. Filled with vivid color images and lively text, the book is an
eloquent testimony to the confidence - and, at times, the naive faith - Americans have had in science and
technology. The future that emerges here, the authors conclude, is one in which technology changes, but
society and politics usually do not. The authors draw on a wide variety of sources - popular-science
magazines, science fiction, world fair exhibits, films, advertisements, and plans for things only dreamed of.
From Jules Verne to the Jetsons, from a 500-passenger flying wing to an anti-aircraft flying buzz-saw, the
vision of the future as seen through the eyes of the past demonstrates the play of the American imagination
on the canvas of the future.

About the Author

Joseph J. Corn  is senior lecturer in the department of history at Stanford University. He is the author of The
Winged Gospel: America's Romance with Aviation, 1900-1950. Brian Horrigan  is a curator with the
Minnesota Historical Society in St. Paul. Originally published in 1984 to accompany an exhibition by the
same name organized and circulated by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Christine Wormley:

The actual book Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the
American Future is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Lisa Yates:

The e-book untitled Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the
American Future from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Alfred Leahy:

Beside this specific Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from today!

Ruby Chartrand:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the
American Future as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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