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The world has become obsessed with the Western notions of progress,
development, and globalization, the latter a form of human and economic
homogenization. These processes, through the aegis of the United Nations, are
comparatively monitored. Those nations deemed to be ‘lagging behind’ are then
provided with foreign aid and developmental assistance. For nearly seventy
years, India has sought its place in this global endeavour; yet, even today, abject
poverty and backwardness can be observed in districts in almost every state; with
the highest concentration of such districts found in the state of Bihar and a
cultural enclave, known as Mithila.

Development in India has been elusive because it is difficult to define; and
because the Western concepts of development and progress have no absolute
equivalents within many non-Western settings. As a consequence, development
programmes often fail because they are unable to ask the right questions, but
equally important is the political economy derived from foreign aid. For
politicians, there is no long-term benefit to be derived from successful
development. In general, foreign aid only serves to corrupt governments and
politicians and, in the end, does very little for those who need help.

The struggling states of Bihar and Mithila serve as extreme examples of India‘s
problems. Development here has been thwarted by a hereditary landed
aristocracy supported by religion, casteism, custom, social stratification,
tradition, and patterns of behaviour that can be traced back millennia. In turn, all
these have been masterfully manipulated by co-opted politicians, who have
turned politics into a veritable art form as this volume comprehensively
demonstrates.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T


 Download Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwar ...pdf

 Read Online Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backw ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01LY5E72T


Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness

By J. Albert Rorabacher

Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness By J. Albert Rorabacher

The world has become obsessed with the Western notions of progress, development, and globalization, the
latter a form of human and economic homogenization. These processes, through the aegis of the United
Nations, are comparatively monitored. Those nations deemed to be ‘lagging behind’ are then provided with
foreign aid and developmental assistance. For nearly seventy years, India has sought its place in this global
endeavour; yet, even today, abject poverty and backwardness can be observed in districts in almost every
state; with the highest concentration of such districts found in the state of Bihar and a cultural enclave,
known as Mithila.

Development in India has been elusive because it is difficult to define; and because the Western concepts of
development and progress have no absolute equivalents within many non-Western settings. As a
consequence, development programmes often fail because they are unable to ask the right questions, but
equally important is the political economy derived from foreign aid. For politicians, there is no long-term
benefit to be derived from successful development. In general, foreign aid only serves to corrupt
governments and politicians and, in the end, does very little for those who need help.

The struggling states of Bihar and Mithila serve as extreme examples of India‘s problems. Development here
has been thwarted by a hereditary landed aristocracy supported by religion, casteism, custom, social
stratification, tradition, and patterns of behaviour that can be traced back millennia. In turn, all these have
been masterfully manipulated by co-opted politicians, who have turned politics into a veritable art form as
this volume comprehensively demonstrates.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John A. Rorabacher has taught at the Universities of Texas (Austin); Wisconsin (Green Bay); Minnesota
(Minneapolis) and South Dakota State University, as well as working in the private sector as a consultant. He
is now retired, residing in Barrie, Ontario, Canada with his wife, Hava, and continues to write on the topics
of hunger and development, flooding, land relations, and development in India.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeff Williams:

The e-book with title Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness contains a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Leslie Babcock:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of
Backwardness, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Patrick Siemens:

The book untitled Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots of Backwardness contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author.
The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.



Helen Velez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different categories
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Bihar and Mithila: The Historical Roots
of Backwardness.
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