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Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar is a complete reference guide to
Cantonese as spoken by native speakers in Hong Kong. It presents a fresh and
accessible description of the language, concentrating on the real patterns of use in
current Cantonese. This makes it the ideal reference source for all learners and
users of Cantonese, irrespective of level, in schools, colleges, universities and
adult classes of all types. Moreover, it will provide a lasting and reliable resource
for all fluent speakers of the language.

The book is organized to promote a thorough understanding of Cantonese
grammar. Arranged by both syntactic categories and language functions, the
Grammar provides an in-depth treatment of structures and pays special attention
to idiom and speech registers. Explanations are full, clear and free of jargon. An
extensive index, numbered paragraphs and generous use of headings and cross-
references provide readers with easy access to the information they require.

Features include:

Comprehensive pronunciation section

Full use of examples from films, advertising and authentic conversations

Cantonese-English parallels highlighted throughout the book
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All examples given in characters as well as pinyin
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Editorial Review

Review

Reviews of the first edition:

'It is fortunate that the long-felt need for a Cantonese grammar should have been so competently met at the
first attempt. This is an excellent book, down to earth, up-to-date, full of insights, replete with well-selected
and illuminating examples, and written with minimal reliance on jargon, so that it is accessible to all who are
interested in Cantonese.' - Professor Hugh Baker, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies

'Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar represents the latest effort in writing a dialectal grammar, a
grammar that aims to serve language students, teachers, and linguists alike with both challenge and
elegance.' - Professor Samuel H.N. Cheung, International Review of Chinese Linguistics

'A cover-to-cover reading leaves the impression that Matthews and Yip's work is undoubtably the reference
grammar of Cantonese that we have been waiting for.' - Professor Alain Peyraube, International Review of
Chinese Linguistics

'Matthews and Yip make a formidable team in putting together what is, in essence, the first full-length
treatment in English to date of the grammar of modern spoken Cantonese.' - Professor Marjorie Chan,
Journal of the Chinese Language Teachers Association

'The lack of a comprehensive reference grammar of Cantonese has long been a curious and embarrassing
situation. Matthews and Yip's work therefore constitutes a landmark in Chinese linguistics.' - Professor
Jeroen Wiedenhof, Glot International

'Matthews and Yip have indeed written a comprehensive grammar, which addresses the needs of Western
learners of Cantonese and of general linguists in a thorough and detailed way... the authors have given the
Cantonese language a long overdue, rightful place and a proper prominence within the descriptions of
Chinese.' - Professor Gisela Bruche-Schulz, Cahiers de Linguistique Asie Orientale

About the Author
The University of Hong Kong The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffery Bruce:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive
Grammars). Try to make book Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive
Grammars) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside



regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Maria Lamotte:

The publication untitled Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) is
the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar
(Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Della Ferguson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Cantonese: A Comprehensive Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive
Grammars) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Theresa Collins:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Cantonese: A Comprehensive
Grammar (Routledge Comprehensive Grammars) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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