
Fearless Genius: The Digital Revolution in
Silicon Valley 1985-2000

By Doug Menuez

Fearless Genius: The Digital Revolution in Silicon Valley 1985-2000 By Doug
Menuez

An award-winning documentary photographer delivers a stunning visual history
of the Silicon Valley technology boom, in which he was witness to key moments
in the careers of Steve Jobs and more than seventy other leading innovators as
they created today’s digital world.

An eye-opening chronicle of the Silicon Valley technology boom, capturing
key moments in the careers of Steve Jobs and more than seventy other
leading innovators as they created today’s digital world

In the spring of 1985, a technological revolution was under way in Silicon
Valley, and documentary photographer Doug Menuez was there in search of a
story—something big. At the same time, Steve Jobs was being forced out of his
beloved Apple and starting over with a new company, NeXT Computer. His goal
was to build a supercomputer with the power to transform education. Menuez
had found his story: he proposed to photograph Jobs and his extraordinary team
as they built this new computer, from conception to product launch.

In an amazing act of trust, Jobs granted Menuez unlimited access to the
company, and, for the next three years, Menuez was able to get on film the spirit
and substance of innovation through the day-to-day actions of the world’s top
technology guru.

From there, the project expanded to include the most trailblazing companies in
Silicon Valley, all of which granted Menuez the same complete access that Jobs
had. Menuez photographed behind the scenes with John Warnock at Adobe, John
Sculley at Apple, Bill Gates at Microsoft, John Doerr at Kleiner Perkins, Bill Joy
at Sun Microsystems, Gordon Moore and Andy Grove at Intel, Marc Andreessen
at Netscape, and more than seventy other leading companies and innovators. It
would be fifteen years before Menuez stopped taking pictures, just as the dotcom
bubble burst. An extraordinary era was coming to its close.

With his singular behind-the-scenes access to these notoriously insular
companies, Menuez was present for moments of heartbreaking failure and
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unexpected success, moments that made history, and moments that revealed the
everyday lives of the individuals who made it happen. This period of rapid,
radical change would affect almost every aspect of our culture and our lives in
ways both large and small and would also create more jobs and wealth than any
other time in human history. And Doug Menuez was there, a witness to a
revolution.

In more than a hundred photographs and accompanying commentary, Fearless
Genius captures the human face of innovation and shows what it takes to
transform powerful ideas into reality.
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An award-winning documentary photographer delivers a stunning visual history of the Silicon Valley
technology boom, in which he was witness to key moments in the careers of Steve Jobs and more than
seventy other leading innovators as they created today’s digital world.

An eye-opening chronicle of the Silicon Valley technology boom, capturing key moments in the careers
of Steve Jobs and more than seventy other leading innovators as they created today’s digital world

In the spring of 1985, a technological revolution was under way in Silicon Valley, and documentary
photographer Doug Menuez was there in search of a story—something big. At the same time, Steve Jobs was
being forced out of his beloved Apple and starting over with a new company, NeXT Computer. His goal was
to build a supercomputer with the power to transform education. Menuez had found his story: he proposed to
photograph Jobs and his extraordinary team as they built this new computer, from conception to product
launch.

In an amazing act of trust, Jobs granted Menuez unlimited access to the company, and, for the next three
years, Menuez was able to get on film the spirit and substance of innovation through the day-to-day actions
of the world’s top technology guru.

From there, the project expanded to include the most trailblazing companies in Silicon Valley, all of which
granted Menuez the same complete access that Jobs had. Menuez photographed behind the scenes with John
Warnock at Adobe, John Sculley at Apple, Bill Gates at Microsoft, John Doerr at Kleiner Perkins, Bill Joy at
Sun Microsystems, Gordon Moore and Andy Grove at Intel, Marc Andreessen at Netscape, and more than
seventy other leading companies and innovators. It would be fifteen years before Menuez stopped taking
pictures, just as the dotcom bubble burst. An extraordinary era was coming to its close.

With his singular behind-the-scenes access to these notoriously insular companies, Menuez was present for
moments of heartbreaking failure and unexpected success, moments that made history, and moments that
revealed the everyday lives of the individuals who made it happen. This period of rapid, radical change
would affect almost every aspect of our culture and our lives in ways both large and small and would also
create more jobs and wealth than any other time in human history. And Doug Menuez was there, a witness to
a revolution.

In more than a hundred photographs and accompanying commentary, Fearless Genius captures the human
face of innovation and shows what it takes to transform powerful ideas into reality.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Interesting… Insightful…Will feel nostalgic for those who were a part of the action; for outsiders, it will
both confirm and explode perceptions of what really took place during a strange and exciting time.”
(Publishers Weekly)

"Instructive... Interesting... A vital piece of photographic history." (Kirkus Reviews)

About the Author
Doug Menuez is an award-winning documentary photographer whose varied career over thirty years began
in 1981 at The Washington Post, then as a freelancer for Time, Newsweek, Life, Fortune, The New York
Times Magazine, and many more publications. His many awards include honors from Communication Arts,
the Kelly Awards, AOP London, and Photo District News, among others. He has been exhibited in solo and
group shows in the US and Europe. Stanford University Library acquired his extensive archive of more than
1 million photographs and created the Douglas Menuez Photography Collection at Stanford University
Library. He is based in New York City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Fearless Genius

Foreword

by Elliott Erwitt

Photographing the unphotographable has long been the passion and the mission of Doug Menuez. How does
one photograph genius? How does one visually communicate the creation and dynamics of world-altering
concepts and somehow give insights into the personality of the men and women responsible, the people who
essentially just sit and think and in so doing profoundly change our lives?

The answer is, call on Doug Menuez.

Photographs of business meetings and of disheveled people sitting and thinking for hours is hardly sexy
visual material. But somehow with his extended time spent in the digital trenches of Silicon Valley and with
his diligence applied, not unlike the intensity of his subjects, Mr. Menuez has managed to give us an insight
into the minds and processes of these (for the most part) enigmatic people who have and will continue to
influence our future more than we can imagine. You only have to consider the short trajectory of fifteen
years of amazing technological evolution as chronicled in the pages of Fearless Genius.

In all great affinity groups, one individual raises above all others and we lesser humans are fascinated to
know more about him or her. This is true of groups formed around matters religious (Jesus) or martial
(Napoléon); revolutionary (Tom Paine) or cinematic (Marilyn Monroe); geek (Steve Jobs) or gangster (Al
Capone); evangelical (Billy Graham) or political (Abraham Lincoln) or mathematical (Isaac Newton). Steve
Jobs, a complicated man, surely belongs among the above group of remarkable individuals. His death long



before his time compels us to wonder about his inner person. So we are fortunate indeed to have such
insightful and intimate access to Steve Jobs and his peers through the exclusive photographs collected in this
book.

Mr. Menuez was there, camera in hand, documenting the fundamental period of the digital phenomenon. He
was deeply involved with many of its principal players, making the best possible use of his special access
and bearing witness to a place, a time, and a people of extraordinary genius.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Fearless Genius: The Digital Revolution in
Silicon Valley 1985-2000 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

Nancy Nault:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Fearless Genius: The Digital
Revolution in Silicon Valley 1985-2000 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Fearless Genius: The Digital Revolution
in Silicon Valley 1985-2000 become your current starter.

Florence Hall:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Fearless Genius: The Digital Revolution in Silicon Valley
1985-2000 why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Leslie Woodson:

The book untitled Fearless Genius: The Digital Revolution in Silicon Valley 1985-2000 contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
read.
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