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Kara Walker is among the most complex and prolific American artists of her
generation. Over the past decade, she has gained international recognition for her
room-sized tableaux, which depict historical narratives haunted by sexuality,
violence and subjugation and are made using the paradoxically genteel
eighteenth-century art of cut-paper silhouettes. Set in the antebellum American
South, Walker's compositions play off of stereotypes to portray, often
grotesquely, life on the plantation, where masters, mistresses and slave men,
women and children enact a subverted version of the past in an attempt to
reconfigure their status and representation. Over the years, the artist has used
drawing, painting, colored-light projections, writing, shadow puppetry, and, most
recently, film animation to narrate her tales of romance, sadism, oppression and
liberation. Her scenarios thwart conventional readings of a cohesive national
history and expose the collective, and ongoing, psychological injury caused by
the tragic legacy of slavery. Deploying an acidic sense of humor, Walker
examines the dialectics of pleasure and danger, guilt and fulfillment, desire and
fear, race and class. This landmark publication, which is sure to win international
design awards, accompanies Walker's first major American museum survey. It
features critical essays by Philippe Vergne, Sander L. Gilman, Thomas
McEvilley, Robert Storr and Kevin Young, as well as an illustrated lexicon of
recurring themes and motifs in the artist's most influential installations by Yasmil
Raymond, more than 200 full-color images, an extensive exhibition history and
bibliography, and a 36-page insert by the artist.
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Kara Walker is among the most complex and prolific American artists of her generation. Over the past
decade, she has gained international recognition for her room-sized tableaux, which depict historical
narratives haunted by sexuality, violence and subjugation and are made using the paradoxically genteel
eighteenth-century art of cut-paper silhouettes. Set in the antebellum American South, Walker's compositions
play off of stereotypes to portray, often grotesquely, life on the plantation, where masters, mistresses and
slave men, women and children enact a subverted version of the past in an attempt to reconfigure their status
and representation. Over the years, the artist has used drawing, painting, colored-light projections, writing,
shadow puppetry, and, most recently, film animation to narrate her tales of romance, sadism, oppression and
liberation. Her scenarios thwart conventional readings of a cohesive national history and expose the
collective, and ongoing, psychological injury caused by the tragic legacy of slavery. Deploying an acidic
sense of humor, Walker examines the dialectics of pleasure and danger, guilt and fulfillment, desire and fear,
race and class. This landmark publication, which is sure to win international design awards, accompanies
Walker's first major American museum survey. It features critical essays by Philippe Vergne, Sander L.
Gilman, Thomas McEvilley, Robert Storr and Kevin Young, as well as an illustrated lexicon of recurring
themes and motifs in the artist's most influential installations by Yasmil Raymond, more than 200 full-color
images, an extensive exhibition history and bibliography, and a 36-page insert by the artist.
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Review
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New York: Whitney Museum of American Art, 11/11/07-2/3/07

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

This Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My
Love without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love can bring if
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even phone. This Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love having
great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eileen Smith:

Here thing why that Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My
Oppressor, My Love giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no book that similar with Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My
Love. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love in e-book can be your
substitute.

James Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work this is



difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Lucille Chenier:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is Kara Walker: My Complement, My Enemy, My Oppressor, My Love this e-
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited
all of you.
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