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Few American military figures are more revered than General John J. "Black
Jack" Pershing (1860--1948), who is most famous for leading the American
Expeditionary Forces in World War I. The only soldier besides George
Washington to be promoted to the highest rank in the U.S. Army (General of the
Armies), Pershing was a mentor to the generation of generals who led America's
forces during the Second World War.

Though Pershing published a two-volume memoir, My Experiences in the World
War, and has been the subject of numerous biographies, few know that he spent
many years drafting a memoir of his experiences prior to the First World War. In
My Life Before the World War, 1860--1917, John T. Greenwood rescues this vital
resource from obscurity, making Pershing's valuable insights into key events in
history widely available for the first time.

Pershing performed frontier duty against the Apaches and Sioux from 1886--
1891, fought in Cuba in 1898, served three tours of duty in the Philippines, and
was an observer with the Japanese Army in 1905 during the Russo-Japanese
War. He also commanded the Mexican Punitive Expedition to capture Pancho
Villa in 1916--1917. My Life Before the World War provides a rich personal
account of events, people, and places as told by an observer at the center of the
action. Carefully edited and annotated, this memoir is a significant contribution
to our understanding of a legendary American soldier and the historic events in
which he participated.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A fascinating read. Pershing comes across as diplomatically and politically astute?a far more nuanced
officer than one gets from his standard biographers."?Timothy K. Nenninger, editor of The Way of Duty,
Honor, Country: The Memoir of General Charles Pelot Summerall

"A significant contribution to American military history. Pershing had a remarkable memory, and this
memoir details his life from his childhood in a small Missouri town to his arrival at West Point and his
military assignments across the globe. Greenwood's scholarship is excellent."?Edward M. Coffman, author of
The War to End All Wars: The American Military Experience in World War I

"It would be difficult to overestimate the impact that Pershing had on American military history. The man
served as model and mentor to the generation of military minds that brought the nation through World War
II. His memoirs deserve to be read and appreciated, but they require the carefully crafted context that
Greenwood has provided."?On Point

"So many who achieve great things become fixed in stone as monuments. My Life before the War is a
reminder that John J. Pershing was a real, living, breathing man who lived through and shaped extraordinary
times. For any with an interest in either the man or the times, this book is highly recommended."?The
Journal of Military History

"[. . .] What distinguishes My Life Before the World War is the author's sense of service. It is not about
Pershing the man but Pershing the public servant."?The Historian

"This book is an invaluable resource for soldiers and civilians because it highlights the astonishing scope of
one man's life experience, from Civil War partisan atrocities to the command of two million troops in France
in 1918.

[. . .] [T]he most important lesson of My Life Before the World War derives from appreciating Pershing's
disappointments, losses, and things he did not complete. Even more than success, it is failure and loss that
marks our humanity."?Army History

About the Author
John T. Greenwood is former chief of the Office of Medical History, Office of the Surgeon General, U.S.
Army. He is the editor of several books, including Normandy to Victory: The War Diary of General
Courtney H. Hodges and the First U.S. Army.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.



When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this My Life
before the World War, 1860--1917: A Memoir (American Warriors Series), it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
e-book.

Paula Salas:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
book. The book My Life before the World War, 1860--1917: A Memoir (American Warriors Series) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Craig Brown:

Exactly why? Because this My Life before the World War, 1860--1917: A Memoir (American Warriors
Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Pedro Murray:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book My Life before the World War, 1860--1917: A
Memoir (American Warriors Series) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
My Life before the World War, 1860--1917: A Memoir (American Warriors Series) has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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