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Nuclear physics began long before the identification of fundamental particles,
with J. J. Thomson's discovery of the electron at the end of the 19th century,
which implied the existence of a positive charge in the atom to make it neutral. In
this Very Short Introduction Frank Close gives an account of how this area of
physics has progressed, including the recognition of how heavy nuclei are built
up in the cores of stars and in supernovae, the identification
of quarks and gluons, and the development of quantum chromodynamics (QCD).
Exploring key concepts such as the stability of different configurations of protons
and neutrons in nuclei, Frank Close shows how nuclear physics brings the
physics of the stars to Earth and provides us with important applications,
particularly in medicine.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Frank Close is Professor of Physics at Oxford University and a Fellow of Exeter College. He was formerly
the Head of the Theoretical Physics Division at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, and Head of
Communications and Public Education at CERN. He is the author of several books, including the best-selling
Lucifer's Legacy (OUP, 2000), and was the winner of the Kelvin Medal of the Institute of Physics for his
'outstanding contributions to the public understanding of physics'. His other books include The Cosmic
Onion (1983), The Particle Explosion (1987), End (1988), Too Hot to Handle (1991), and The Particle
Odyssey (OUP, 2002). In 2013 Professor Close was awarded the Royal Society Michael Faraday Prize for
Communication of Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Bedgood:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Nuclear Physics: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
its opinion or you have various other opinion?

James Fong:

Here thing why this Nuclear Physics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Nuclear Physics: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Nuclear Physics: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Nuclear Physics: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your alternate.

Larisa Nagle:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When



you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Nuclear
Physics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Norma Baumgarten:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Nuclear Physics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high
quality.
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