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How do we understand and explain phenomena in psychology? What does the
concept of “causality” mean when we discuss higher psychological functions and
behavior? Is it possible to generate “laws” in a psychological and behavioral
science?laws that go beyond statistical regularities, frequencies, and
probabilities? An international group of authors compare and contrast the use of a
causal model in psychology with a newer model?the catalytic model. The
Catalyzing Mind: Beyond Models of Causality proposes an approach to the
qualitative nature of psychological phenomena that focuses on the psychological
significance and meaning of conditions, contexts, and situations as well as their
sign-mediating processes. Contributors develop, apply, and criticize the notion of
a catalyzing mind in hopes of achieving conceptual clarity and rigor. Disciplines
such as philosophy, psychology, semiotics and biosemiotics are used for an
interdisciplinary approach to the book. Research topics such as history and
national identity, immigration, and transitions to adulthood are all brought into a
dialogue with the concept of the catalyzing mind. With a variety of disciplines,
theoretical concepts, and research topics this book is a collective effort at an
approach to move beyond models of causality for explaining and understanding
psychological phenomena.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

How do we understand and explain phenomena in psychology? What does the concept of “causality” mean
when we discuss higher psychological functions and behavior? Is it possible to generate “laws” in a
psychological and behavioral science?laws that go beyond statistical regularities, frequencies, and
probabilities? An international group of authors compare and contrast the use of a causal model in
psychology with a newer model?the catalytic model. The Catalyzing Mind: Beyond Models of Causality
proposes an approach to the qualitative nature of psychological phenomena that focuses on the psychological
significance and meaning of conditions, contexts, and situations as well as their sign-mediating processes.
Contributors develop, apply, and criticize the notion of a catalyzing mind in hopes of achieving conceptual
clarity and rigor. Disciplines such as philosophy, psychology, semiotics and biosemiotics are used for an
interdisciplinary approach to the book. Research topics such as history and national identity, immigration,
and transitions to adulthood are all brought into a dialogue with the concept of the catalyzing mind. With a
variety of disciplines, theoretical concepts, and research topics this book is a collective effort at an approach
to move beyond models of causality for explaining and understanding psychological phenomena.

About the Author

Kenneth R. Cabell is a National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellow working within the sub-
discipline of semiotic cultural psychology. Generally, his research interests focus on the cultural organization
of human psychological functioning and experience. Specifically, his theoretical and methodological
interests focus on developing a framework to better identify the mechanisms by which individuals make their
experiences meaningful. His empirical interests focus on experiences of entrapment and other trapping
phenomena. He is the Editorial Director of Culture & Psychology (Sage) and he is an editor of Psychology &
Society. In addition to editing the book The Catalyzing Mind: Beyond Models of Causality (Springer) he is
also an editor of the book series Annals of Cultural Psychology (Information Age Publishing). While at
Clark University, he has been able to work closely with international researchers and scholars in the Kitchen
Seminar Network (www.kitchenseminar.com) as well as with the Niels Bohr Professorship Center of
Cultural Psychology at Aalborg University, Denmark.

Jaan Valsiner is the Niels Bohr Professor of Cultural Psychology at Aalborg University in Denmark, and
Professor of Psychology and English at Clark University, USA. He is the founding editor (1995) of the Sage
journal, Culture & Psychology and Editor-in-Chief of Integrative Psychological and Behavioral Sciences
(Springer, from 2007). In 1995 he was awarded the Alexander von Humboldt Prize for his interdisciplinary
work on human development.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from



everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Catalyzing Mind: Beyond Models of
Causality (Annals of Theoretical Psychology) as the daily resource information.

Kevin Shepherd:

Often the book The Catalyzing Mind: Beyond Models of Causality (Annals of Theoretical Psychology) has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Carmen Hamm:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you consider
reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Catalyzing Mind: Beyond
Models of Causality (Annals of Theoretical Psychology) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Walter Telford:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Catalyzing Mind: Beyond Models of Causality
(Annals of Theoretical Psychology) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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