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"A vision is not a mission statement" declares George Thompson. In the throes of
establishing their congregational identity, many church leaders resort to
developing a mission statement which gets put in a file drawer and forgotten until
the next budget review. The problem is that mission statements focus on concrete
achievements; a vision, in contrast, establishes the larger picture of aim, broad
purpose, and hopes. In Futuring Your Church, church leaders explore the
congregation's heritage, its current context, and its theological bearings. From the
insights gleaned, members can discern what God is currently calling their own
church to do in this time and place. Once this vision is found, Thompson
provides a simple organization model for applying the vision--for making it
work. A practical, helpful tool for futuring authentic ministry.
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Editorial Review

Review

A book designed to help church members discover and apply fresh vision in their church.

Is your church as vibrant as it could be? What does a healthy, dynamic local church look like?
What would it take for your congregation to get out of its ruts and follow God into the future?

Questions like these took shape in my mind over the years that I pastored a variety of churches. I wrote
Futuring Your Church because I wanted to provide motivated church members with a road map for
discovering fresh vision. More and more church leaders recognize the central place of vision, but it can be
perplexing to find a vision and make it work within your congregation.

This book offers a step-by-step process without being simplistic. It is based upon the idea that churches get
their vision by paying attention to three things: their heritage, their context and their theological bearings.
Activities are laid out in each chapter to help a team of leaders in your church uncover its heritage, context
and bearings. It is the creative (i.e., Spirit-led) interplay between these three elements that produces a fresh
version of a congregation's vision.

But coming up with a vision is not enough. As A.N. Whitehead said,"Ideas won't keep. Something must be
done with them." One full chapter of Futuring Your Church is devoted to actually applying your new
congregational vision. This chapter focuses on the church's present activities, its constituencies and its
operational processes. And all throughout the book, the working team is urged to use specific techniques for
keeping the congregation informed and interested in the visioning process.

Futuring Your Church contains no "magical" answers or techniques for revitalizing a congregation. It does,
however, utilize a sound, creative discovery process, informed by cultural awareness and grounded in a
concern for faithful church witness. Written for people in local churches, the book also can be used in
continuing education events and seminary courses related to church renewal and leadership.

May your church follow God into the future!

-- George B. Thompson, Jr. M.Div., D.Min., S.T.D., Ph.D. gthompson@itc.edu

About the Author
George B. Thompson Jr. is Professor of Leadership and Ministry Practice at The Interdenominational
Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia. Thompson is the editor and coauthor of Alligators in the Swamp:
Power, Ministry, and Leadership (2005), and author of Church on the Edge of Somewhere: Ministry,
Marginality, and the Future (2007).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and
Making It Work. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and Making It Work. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Troy Cochran:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Futuring Your Church: Finding
Your Vision and Making It Work that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and Making It Work
become your personal starter.

Alice Ressler:

Beside this specific Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and Making It Work in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and Making
It Work because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book along with read it from today!

Justin Mireles:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and
Making It Work was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Futuring Your Church: Finding Your Vision and Making It Work has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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