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About one-third of the world's population currently lives under pluri-legal
systems where governments hold individuals subject to the purview of ethno-
religious rather than national norms in respect to family law. How does the state-
enforcement of these religious family laws impact fundamental rights and
liberties? What resistance strategies do people employ in order to overcome the
disabilities and limitations these religious laws impose upon their rights? Based
on archival research, court observations and interviews with individuals from
three countries, Yüksel Sezgin shows that governments have often intervened in
order to impress a particular image of subjectivity upon a society, while people
have constantly challenged the interpretive monopoly of courts and state-
sanctioned religious institutions, re-negotiated their rights and duties under the
law, and changed the system from within. He also identifies key lessons and best
practices for the integration of universal human rights principles into religious
legal systems.
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About one-third of the world's population currently lives under pluri-legal systems where governments hold
individuals subject to the purview of ethno-religious rather than national norms in respect to family law.
How does the state-enforcement of these religious family laws impact fundamental rights and liberties? What
resistance strategies do people employ in order to overcome the disabilities and limitations these religious
laws impose upon their rights? Based on archival research, court observations and interviews with
individuals from three countries, Yüksel Sezgin shows that governments have often intervened in order to
impress a particular image of subjectivity upon a society, while people have constantly challenged the
interpretive monopoly of courts and state-sanctioned religious institutions, re-negotiated their rights and
duties under the law, and changed the system from within. He also identifies key lessons and best practices
for the integration of universal human rights principles into religious legal systems.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Professor Sezgin has produced a definitive account of how the legal and judicial systems dealing with
family law affect fundamental rights ... This is an important book for students of comparative government
and comparative law."
Martin Edelman, Law and Politics Book Review

"... an insightful and meticulous qualitative analysis ... an important contribution to research on a matter that
is not only of academic but also of significant public concern."
Nadia Sonneveld, International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family

"This detailed comparison of systems in which religious principles and/or authorities share in the
authoritative resolutions of family disputes is a welcome addition to a more general literature on
religion/regime relations. As such, this volume is worthy of the attention of a wide range of scholars
interested in the interactions between the sacred and the secular."
Ted G. Jelen, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion

"Sezgin's work makes an important contribution to the growing dialogue on the best way to reform the
inequities created by the imposition of religious norms in state legal systems. His book coherently and
systematically contextualises the developments in three countries which continue to grapple with this
challenge, and he gives the lay reader and scholarly community important information and comparative
analysis of those efforts."
Susan Weiss, Israel Law Review

About the Author
Yüksel Sezgin is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public
Affairs, Syracuse University, where his research and teaching interests include legal pluralism, informal
justice systems, comparative religious law, and human and women's rights in the context of the Middle East,
South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

The book Human Rights under State-Enforced Religious Family Laws in Israel, Egypt and India (Cambridge
Studies in Law and Society) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book Human Rights under State-Enforced Religious Family Laws in
Israel, Egypt and India (Cambridge Studies in Law and Society) being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Human Rights under State-Enforced
Religious Family Laws in Israel, Egypt and India (Cambridge Studies in Law and Society). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this



reserve?

Delores Nault:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Human Rights
under State-Enforced Religious Family Laws in Israel, Egypt and India (Cambridge Studies in Law and
Society) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Barbara Morton:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Human Rights under State-Enforced
Religious Family Laws in Israel, Egypt and India (Cambridge Studies in Law and Society) book as this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Joaquin Bedard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Human
Rights under State-Enforced Religious Family Laws in Israel, Egypt and India (Cambridge Studies in Law
and Society).
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