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Why does divorce cause so much strain and longterm distress for children of all
ages? Andrew Root, a recognized authority on youth ministry and a child of
divorce himself, explains that divorce causes children to question their core
identity. Since a child is the product of the union of a mother and father, when
that union ends, he or she experiences a baffling sense of loss of selfa loss of his
or her very sense of being. Root redirects efforts for assisting children of divorce
to first address this fundamental experience. This unique book examines the
impact of divorce not only from a theological and spiritual perspective but also
from a young person's perspective. It will benefit those who have experienced
divorce and those who minister to children of divorce.
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Why does divorce cause so much strain and longterm distress for children of all ages? Andrew Root, a
recognized authority on youth ministry and a child of divorce himself, explains that divorce causes children
to question their core identity. Since a child is the product of the union of a mother and father, when that
union ends, he or she experiences a baffling sense of loss of selfa loss of his or her very sense of being. Root
redirects efforts for assisting children of divorce to first address this fundamental experience. This unique
book examines the impact of divorce not only from a theological and spiritual perspective but also from a
young person's perspective. It will benefit those who have experienced divorce and those who minister to
children of divorce.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"Winsomely written, achingly honest, and fearlessly hopeful. Root's analysis of divorce as an ontological--
not just a sociological--crisis for children is dead-on, as is his advice for congregations who must name and
address this soul-splitting reality. With his incomparable ability to blend story and theology, Root delivers a
beautiful and wise book that is for anyone touched by divorce."--Kenda Creasy Dean, Princeton
Theological Seminary

"Andrew Root's insightful analysis gives voice to my own journey as a child of divorce, and to the
experiences of countless others I've observed. This book beautifully integrates the ontological pain of
divorce with the redemptive power of Christ and the church."--Kara E. Powell, Fuller Youth Institute, Fuller
Theological Seminary

"Divorce leaves a cloud of dust that never settles. And those of us who love and care for kids need to pay
special attention to the growing number of children who undergo this experience. As one who has lived in
the dust, Root raises the right issues, challenging us to think more deliberately and carefully about what it
means to minister to, parent, and befriend the children of divorce."--Walt Mueller, Center for Parent/Youth
Understanding

"Youth workers have always known that the impact of divorce on kids was substantially deeper than pop
culture would want us to believe, and now, thankfully, Root tells us why this is true. Reading The Children
of Divorce felt like sitting with Root--precariously, uncomfortably--in the three-way intersection of history,
psychology, and theology."--Mark Oestreicher, speaker; consultant; author, Youth Ministry 3.0

"This fascinating study argues that the pain experienced by children of divorced parents cannot be healed by
legal, psychological, 'religious,' or other techniques. An affliction that attacks the ontological foundations of
the self can only be assuaged by the acquisition of new sources of being. And so Root probes how the
Christian faith and community can help locate these sources. He demonstrates an unusual combination of
human compassion and theological wisdom."--Douglas John Hall, McGill University

"Our culture says divorce is 'normal,' but the existential consequences for children of divorce--like myself--
are not a normal aspect of human development. With compassion, wisdom, and theological insight, Root
calls for the church to become a community in which young people are able to ground their being and
process the painful loss of family security."--Mark W. Cannister, Gordon College

About the Author
Andrew Root (PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary) is associate professor of youth and family ministry at
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, and is well connected in the professional youth ministry world. He
is the author of Revisiting Relational Youth Ministry (a finalist for Outreach magazine's outreach book of the
year) and has published many articles and chapters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Nathan Kelly:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Children of Divorce: The Loss of Family as the Loss
of Being (Youth, Family, and Culture). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important the book The Children of Divorce: The Loss of Family as the Loss of Being
(Youth, Family, and Culture). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

James Stewart:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Children of Divorce: The
Loss of Family as the Loss of Being (Youth, Family, and Culture) book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jodi Dauphin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Children of
Divorce: The Loss of Family as the Loss of Being (Youth, Family, and Culture) suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Children of Divorce:
The Loss of Family as the Loss of Being (Youth, Family, and Culture)is the main of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Delbert Storey:

The guide with title The Children of Divorce: The Loss of Family as the Loss of Being (Youth, Family, and
Culture) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone,
so you can read it anywhere you want.
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