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Preeminent philosopher, Naomi Zack, brings us an indispensable work in the
ethics of race through an inquiry into the history of moral philosophy. Beginning
with Plato and a philosophical tradition that has largely ignored race, The Ethics
and Mores of Race: Equality after the History of Philosophy enters into a web of
ideas, ethics, and morals that untangle our evolving ideas of racial equality
straight into the twenty-first century. The dichotomy between ethics and mores
has long aided the separation of what is right with ideas of equality. Zack tackles
the co-existence of slavery with the classic moral systems and continues to show
how our society has evolved and our mores with it. An ethics of race may not
exist yet, but this book gives us twelve discerning requirements to establish it.
In the preface to the paperback edition, Zack addresses the criticisms raised in
response to this book and concludes that a focus on rights and justice, rather than
privilege, is the only fruitful pathway towards a functioning ethics of race.
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first century. The dichotomy between ethics and mores has long aided the separation of what is right with
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Editorial Review

Review
Naomi Zack's magisterial and monumental work in the ethics of race is an intellectual tour-de-force that
takes the reader on an exciting scholarly journey through the history of moral philosophy. Zack is both a
philosophical detective combing the history of moral philosophy and a constructive theoretician who in the
end give us twelve rich, original, and insightful requirements for an ethics of race. (Jason D. Hill, De Paul
University)

This lucidly written book emphasizes the important distinction between ethics and mores and demonstrates
how dominance of the latter poses challenges for struggles against racism. Arguing for egalitarian
humanism, Naomi Zack advances an outline for what she calls “an ethics of race,” a critical position
encompassing several considerations for living in a world riddled by a minefield of racial impositions and
challenges. The virtues of this book are many. It brings nuance to Zack's nearly two decades of work on
problems of race and racism, and it outlines the terrain of ethics and moral philosophy (the normative
landscape) in ways accessible to students and thought-provoking for scholars in the fields of ethics, political
thought, and critical race theory. (Lewis R. Gordon, Professor of Philosophy and Africana Studies,
University of Connecticut)

Most books on ethics and race have focused on applied ethics issues, like affirmative action. In this highly
original and challenging discussion, Naomi Zack sets out to answer a different and harder question: how to
construct an "ethics of race" in the light of the history of ethics in Western philosophy. (Charles Mills, John
Evans Professor of Moral and Intellectual Philosophy, Northwestern University)

About the Author
Naomi Zack is a professor of philosophy at the University of Oregon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Ethics and Mores of Race: Equality after the History of Philosophy, with a New Preface.

Rolando Gil:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The



Ethics and Mores of Race: Equality after the History of Philosophy, with a New Preface the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Ethics and Mores of Race:
Equality after the History of Philosophy, with a New Preface giving you one more experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Dave Edwards:

Beside that The Ethics and Mores of Race: Equality after the History of Philosophy, with a New Preface in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Ethics and Mores of Race: Equality after the
History of Philosophy, with a New Preface because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!

David Moore:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This publication The Ethics and Mores of Race: Equality after the History of Philosophy, with
a New Preface was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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