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Under standing American Politics provides a unique introduction to the
contemporary political landscape of the United States by using asits core
organizing feature the idea of "American exceptionalism," a concept that is at
least as old as Tocqueville's study of American democracy.

The second edition of Understanding American Palitics maintains the unique
strengths of the first edition while offering improved coverage of political
ingtitutions. A single omnibus chapter on institutions has been reorganized and
split into three separate chapters on Congress, the presidency, and the courts. A
new chapter on public opinion has also been included, and the chapter on religion
and politics has been completely rewritten with a deeper appreciation of
religion'sinfluential role. The book has been revised throughout, taking into
account the dramatic changes that have emerged since the 2010 congressional
elections and the 2012 presidential election. The text also pays close attention to
what is seen astheirreversible decline in America's global influence.

Visit www.utpamericanpolitics.com for additional resources.
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Editorial Review

Review

By focusing on what makes the U.S. system unique, the authors have written atruly original American
politics text. Theirsis not aformulaic introductory volume, but rather one with athematic focus that carries
throughout the book and keeps students continually engaged. Nicely done! (Mark J. Rozell, George Mason
University)

| applaud the authors' emphasis on the role of religion in American politics. From the civil rights movement
to the Moral Majority, from those opposed to the Vietham War to those opposed to legalizing same-sex
marriage, religious beliefs have been an important driving force in bringing issues into the government's
sphere of responsibility. It is an important and often overlooked dimension of American politics. (Cary R.
Covington, University of lowa)

Understanding American Politics is the most remarkable introduction to American politics | have read. With
agenuinely Tocquevillian flare, thistext artfully melds a clear-eyed and balanced analysis of the normative,
behavioral, and structural forces at work in America's unique brand of political life. (Matthew S. Holland,
President, Utah Valley University)

For students not based in the US, this book's 'lightly comparative' approach makesit very accessible.
Arguing the case for 'American exceptionalism' gives it a theme around which students can formulate their
own views on various dimensions of US politics. (Donley T. Studlar, University of Strathclyde)

About the Author

Stephen Brooksis Professor of Political Science at the University of Windsor and teaches political science
at the University of Michigan. He has written several books on American politics including As Others See
Us: The Causes and Consequences of Foreign Perceptions of America (2006) and American Exceptionalism
in the Age of Obama (2013).

Douglas L. Koopman is Professor of Political Science at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. His
most recent book is Religion and American Palitics: Classic and Contemporary Per spectives (2010).

J. Matthew Wilson is Associate Professor of Political Science at Southern Methodist University. His
research, which has appeared in arange of books and scholarly journals, focuses on public opinion,
elections, representation, and religion and politics, both in the United States and abroad.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Barbara Jones;

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication



has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Understanding American Politics, Second Edition.

John Tibbs;

The book Understanding American Politics, Second Edition give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Understanding
American Politics, Second Edition to become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up
and read a publication Understanding American Politics, Second Edition. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Dorcas Starling:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Understanding American Politics, Second Edition can be your answer because it can be read by
you who have those short time problems.

Holly Murphy:

On this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Understanding American Politics, Second Edition. This book whichis
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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