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Since 1619, when Africans first came ashore in the swampy Chesapeake region
of Virginia, there have been many individuals whose achievements or strength of
character in the face of monumental hardships have called attention to the genius
of the African American people. This book attempts to distill from many
wonderful possibilities the 100 most outstanding examples of greatness.
Pioneering scholar of African American Studies Molefi Kete Asante has used
four criteria in his selection: the individual's significance in the general progress
of African Americans toward full equality in the American social and political
system; self-sacrifice and the demonstration of risk for the collective good;
unusual will and determination in the face of the greatest danger or against the
most stubborn odds; and personal achievement that reveals the best qualities of
the African American people. In adopting these criteria Professor Asante has
sought to steer away from the usual standards of popular culture, which often
elevates the most popular, the wealthiest, or the most photogenic to the cult of
celebrity. The individuals in this book - examples of lasting greatness as opposed
to the ephemeral glare of celebrity fame - come from four centuries of African
American history.

Each entry includes brief biographical information, relevant dates, an assessment
of the individual's place in African American history with particular reference to
a historical timeline, and a discussion of his or her unique impact on American
society. Numerous pictures and illustrations will accompany the articles. This
superb reference work will complement any library and be of special interest to
students and scholars of American and African American history.
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Since 1619, when Africans first came ashore in the swampy Chesapeake region of Virginia, there have been
many individuals whose achievements or strength of character in the face of monumental hardships have
called attention to the genius of the African American people. This book attempts to distill from many
wonderful possibilities the 100 most outstanding examples of greatness. Pioneering scholar of African
American Studies Molefi Kete Asante has used four criteria in his selection: the individual's significance in
the general progress of African Americans toward full equality in the American social and political system;
self-sacrifice and the demonstration of risk for the collective good; unusual will and determination in the face
of the greatest danger or against the most stubborn odds; and personal achievement that reveals the best
qualities of the African American people. In adopting these criteria Professor Asante has sought to steer
away from the usual standards of popular culture, which often elevates the most popular, the wealthiest, or
the most photogenic to the cult of celebrity. The individuals in this book - examples of lasting greatness as
opposed to the ephemeral glare of celebrity fame - come from four centuries of African American history.

Each entry includes brief biographical information, relevant dates, an assessment of the individual's place in
African American history with particular reference to a historical timeline, and a discussion of his or her
unique impact on American society. Numerous pictures and illustrations will accompany the articles. This
superb reference work will complement any library and be of special interest to students and scholars of
American and African American history.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Asante, professor in the African American Studies program at Temple University, has written a volume in
which he attempts to distill his work on the history of African Americans into a list of the 100 greatest
people in that history--a difficult task to be sure, and one that can lead to arguments over the choices.
Whether one feels Barbara Jordan would make a better choice than Shirley Chisholm, or that Matthew
Gaines was a stronger educator than John Russwurm, it is hard to disagree with the people who Asante chose
to highlight. He explains his choices in the introduction and makes it very clear that he left out numerous
current popular people because he feels the hype around the pop persona is not what makes an individual
important. He makes no attempt to rank the people he selected because he viewed that as an impossible task,
so arrangement is alphabetical. A short bibliography lists material for further research.

The 100 people who are included range from former slaves such as Crispus Attucks and Phillis Wheatley to
more contemporary individuals such as Amiri Baraka and Toni Morrison. Among others are sports figures
Jesse Owens and Tiger Woods, performers Marian Anderson and Bill Cosby, and political activists Marcus
Garvey and Jesse Jackson. Each portrait covers two to four pages that summarize the person's life, work, and
importance and is accompanied by a black-and-white photograph or illustration. There is enough variety so
that students with assignments will have no trouble focusing on someone in their area of interest.

Most of the 100 are covered in other reference sources, but this volume offers a reasonably priced, easy-to-
digest collection of articles. Recommended for school and public library collections. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"...serves as a reference for scholars and an inspiration to the general reader." -- Reference and Research
Book News, February, 2003

About the Author
Molefi Kete Asante (Philadelphia, PA), the creator of the first doctoral program in African American
Studies, is professor of African American Studies at Temple University and the author of more than 50
books, including Erasing Racism: The Survival of the American Nation and Race, Rhetoric, and Identity:
The Architecton of Soul.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A guide 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical
Encyclopedia will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Christian Fowler:

The experience that you get from 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia is a more
deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical
Encyclopedia giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia instantly.

Pauline Bardwell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled 100
Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous
to. The 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia giving you a different experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Cynthia Necaise:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical
Encyclopedia why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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