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Charting the proliferation of forms of mourning and memorial across a century
increasingly concerned with their historical and temporal significance, Arranging
Grief offers an innovative new view of the aesthetic, social, and political
implications of emotion. Dana L uciano argues that the cultural plotting of grief
provides a distinctive insight into the nineteenth-century American temporal
imaginary, since grief both underwrote the social arrangements that supported the
nation’s standard chronol ogies and sponsored other ways of advancing history.

Nineteenth-century appeals to grief, as Luciano demonstrates, diffused modes of
“sacred time” across both religious and ostensibly secular frameworks, at once
authorizing and unsettling established schemes of connection to the past and the
future. Examining mourning manuals, sermons, memorial tracts, poetry, and
fiction by Harriet Beecher Stowe, William Apess, James Fenimore Cooper,
Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Susan Warner, Harriet E. Wilson, Herman Melville,
Frances E. W. Harper, Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, Elizabeth Keckley,
and Ralph Waldo Emerson, Luciano illustrates the ways that grief coupled the
affective body to time. Drawing on formalist, Foucauldian, and psychoanalytic
criticism, Arranging Grief shows how literary engagements with grief put forth
ways of challenging deep-seated cultural assumptions about history, progress,
bodies, and behaviors.
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Charting the proliferation of forms of mourning and memorial across a century increasingly concerned with
their historical and temporal significance, Arranging Grief offers an innovative new view of the aesthetic,
social, and political implications of emotion. Dana Luciano argues that the cultural plotting of grief provides
adidtinctive insight into the nineteenth-century American temporal imaginary, since grief both underwrote
the social arrangements that supported the nation’s standard chronol ogies and sponsored other ways of
advancing history.

Nineteenth-century appeals to grief, as Luciano demonstrates, diffused modes of “sacred time” across both
religious and ostensibly secular frameworks, at once authorizing and unsettling established schemes of
connection to the past and the future. Examining mourning manuals, sermons, memorial tracts, poetry, and
fiction by Harriet Beecher Stowe, William A pess, James Fenimore Cooper, Catharine Maria Sedgwick,
Susan Warner, Harriet E. Wilson, Herman Melville, Frances E. W. Harper, Frederick Douglass, Abraham
Lincoln, Elizabeth Keckley, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, Luciano illustrates the ways that grief coupled the
affective body to time. Drawing on formalist, Foucauldian, and psychoanalytic criticism, Arranging Grief
shows how literary engagements with grief put forth ways of challenging deep-seated cultural assumptions
about history, progress, bodies, and behaviors.
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Editorial Review
Review

“[Luciano] offers astute readings of ‘ chronobiopalitics' . . . and argues persuasively for the importance of
temporality in an expanded study of the history of sexuality.”
-American Literature

“An astounding, original, aesthetically profound rethinking of the productive temporalities of loss. A must-
read book for any scholar of aesthetics, American literature, sexuality—or any wanderer in the field of
mourning.”

-Lauren Berlant,University of Chicago

“Thisisachallenging, far-reaching, and original contribution to the analysis of American culture. . . .
Recommended.”
-Choice

“A tour de force of literary-historical scholarship, blending close reading and a broad grasp of nineteenth-
century American culture to produce atruly illuminating account of what Luciano calls that culture's
attachment to attachment. Tracking the manifold uses to which grief was put in the period, from the most
public to the most interior, Luciano makes it possible for the reader to understand the way that grief shapes
bodies by shaping time. Arranging Grief will be indispensable reading for scholars of emotion, sexuality,
temporality, and the history of national imaginaries.” br>-Christopher Nealon,author of Foundlings: Leshian
and Gay Historical Emotion before Stonewall

About the Author
Dana Luciano is Associate Professor of English at Georgetown University. She isthe author of Arranging
Grief: Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joan Freeman:

The event that you get from Arranging Grief: Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America
(Sexual Cultures) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more



you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Arranging Grief:
Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America (Sexual Cultures) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The writer conveystheir point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific Arranging Grief: Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-
Century America (Sexual Cultures) instantly.

Joseph Mitchell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Arranging Grief:
Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America (Sexual Cultures) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Arranging Grief: Sacred Time and
the Body in Nineteenth-Century America (Sexua Cultures)is the main one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know previousto. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Vincent Mickens:

Exactly why? Because this Arranging Grief: Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America
(Sexua Cultures) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that
book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Alva Stephenson:

You will get this Arranging Grief: Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America (Sexual
Cultures) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just ssimply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.
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