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A great many books have been written about Harlem, but for social history none
has surpassed Gilbert Osofsky's account of how a pleasant, pastoral upper-
middle-class suburb of Manhattan turned into an appalling black slum within
forty years. Mr. Osofsky sets his chronicle against the background of pre-Harlem
black life in New York City and in the context of the radical changes in race
relations in America in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He
traces Harlem's change to the largest segregated neighborhood in the nation and
then its fall to a slum. Throughout he neatly balances statistics and humanly
revealing details. "A careful and important study.... Osofsky at once takes his
place alongside James Weldon Johnson, Claude McKay, and others who have
looked at Harlem at close range."?John Hope Franklin. "A pioneering scholarly
achievement.... Although the subject engages his compassion, his presentation is
rigorously straightforward and unsentimental and therefore all the more valuable
as social analysis."?New York Times Book Review
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A great many books have been written about Harlem, but for social history none has surpassed Gilbert
Osofsky's account of how a pleasant, pastoral upper-middle-class suburb of Manhattan turned into an
appalling black slum within forty years. Mr. Osofsky sets his chronicle against the background of pre-
Harlem black life in New York City and in the context of the radical changes in race relations in America in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He traces Harlem's change to the largest segregated
neighborhood in the nation and then its fall to a slum. Throughout he neatly balances statistics and humanly
revealing details. "A careful and important study.... Osofsky at once takes his place alongside James Weldon
Johnson, Claude McKay, and others who have looked at Harlem at close range."?John Hope Franklin. "A
pioneering scholarly achievement.... Although the subject engages his compassion, his presentation is
rigorously straightforward and unsentimental and therefore all the more valuable as social analysis."?New
York Times Book Review
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Editorial Review

Review
Osofsky asks questions that really matter and writes with vigor and clarity of a man who knows precisely
what he wants to say. The result is an interesting narrative combined with provocative analysis of an
important subject. (Arthur Mann, University of Chicago American Historical Review)

A pioneering scholarly achievement. (The New York Times)

More than a mere picture of Harlem, colorful and exciting as it is, this is also a careful and important study
of the way in which a ghetto develops. (John Hope Franklin)

From the Back Cover
A great many books have been written about Harlem, but for social history none has surpassed Gilbert
Osofsky's account of how a pleasant, pastoral upper-middle-class suburb of Manhattan turned into an
appalling black slum within forty years. Mr. Osofsky sets his chronicle against the background of pre-
Harlem black life in New York City and in the context of the radical changes in race relations in America in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He traces Harlem's change to the largest segregated
neighborhood in the nation and then its fall to a slum. Throughout he neatly balances statistics and humanly
revealing details.

About the Author
Gilbert Osofsky taught American history at the University of Illinois at Chicago before his death in 1974.
His other books include Puttin' on Ole Massa and The Burden of Race.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Latoya Brown:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Harlem: The Making of a Ghetto : Negro New
York, 1890-1930 book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jessica Hodgkins:

The knowledge that you get from Harlem: The Making of a Ghetto : Negro New York, 1890-1930 could be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Harlem: The Making of a Ghetto : Negro New
York, 1890-1930 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known



enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Harlem: The
Making of a Ghetto : Negro New York, 1890-1930 instantly.

William Stewart:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Harlem: The Making of a Ghetto : Negro New York, 1890-
1930 why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Jessica Palmer:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Harlem: The Making of a Ghetto : Negro
New York, 1890-1930 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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