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The Tour de France is always one of the most spectacular and dramatic events in
sports. But the 1998 Tour provided drama like no other. As the opening stages in
Ireland unfolded, the Festina team's soigneur, Willy Voet, was arrested at the
French-Belgian border with a carload of drugs. Raid upon police raid followed,
with arrest after arrest hammering the Tour. In protest, there were riders' strikes
and go-slows, with several squads withdrawing en masse and one expelled. By
the time the Tour reached Paris, just 96 of the 189 starters remained, and of those
189 starters, more than a quarter were later reported to have doped. The 1998 ”
“Tour de Farce's” status as one of the most scandal-struck sporting events in
history was confirmed.

Voet's arrest was just the beginning of cycling's biggest mass doping
controversy--what became known as the Festina affair. It all but destroyed
professional cycling as the credibility of the entire sport was called into question,
and the cycling family began to split apart even as, ironically, the 1998 Tour was
also one of the best races in years.

The End of the Road is the first book in English to provide in-depth analysis and
a colorful evocation of the tumultuous events of the 1998 Tour. Alasdair
Fotheringham uncovers how the world's biggest bike race sank into such scandal.
He explores its long-term consequences and what, if any, lessons were learned.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Alasdair Fotheringham, a journalist who has covered 22 Tours de France, recounts the ill-fated race from its
opening stages, when Festina team masseur Willy Voet was arrested at the France-Belgium border with a
carload of drugs, to the multiple police raids and arrests that resulted in only 96 of the 189 starters reaching
Paris." ?Publishers Weekly

About the Author
Alasdair Fotheringham is a freelance journalist based in Spain. He has covered 22 Tours de France and 20
Tours of Spain, as well as many other major races. The Independent and the Independent on Sunday's
correspondent on Spain and cycling, he is also a regular contributor to a number of leading cycling
magazines and websites. He is the author of The Eagle of Toledo, a biography of Spain's first Tour de France
winner, Federico Martin Bahamontes, and Reckless: The Life and Times of Luis Ocana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bass:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The End of the Road: The Festina Affair
and the Tour that Almost Wrecked Cycling is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Laurie Riley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The End of the Road: The Festina Affair and the Tour that Almost Wrecked Cycling your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The End of the Road: The Festina Affair and the
Tour that Almost Wrecked Cycling giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Charles Carey:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The End of the Road: The Festina Affair



and the Tour that Almost Wrecked Cycling is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Betty Jordan:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The End of the Road: The Festina Affair and the Tour that Almost
Wrecked Cycling can make you really feel more interested to read.
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