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The Great Social Laboratory charts the development of the human
sciences?anthropology, human geography, and demography?in late nineteenth-
and twentieth-century Egypt. Tracing both intellectual and institutional
genealogies of knowledge production, this book examines social science through
a broad range of texts and cultural artifacts, ranging from the ethnographic
museum to architectural designs to that pinnacle of social scientific research?"the
article." Omnia El Shakry explores the interface between European and Egyptian
social scientific discourses and interrogates the boundaries of knowledge
production in a colonial and post-colonial setting. She examines the complex
imperatives of race, class, and gender in the Egyptian colonial context,
uncovering the new modes of governance, expertise, and social knowledge that
defined a distinctive era of nationalist politics in the inter- and post-war periods.
Finally, she examines the discursive field mapped out by colonial and nationalist
discourses on the racial identity of the modern Egyptians.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Great Social Laboratory is a brilliant study of the tension between imperial projects and nationalist
imaginings. Examining the ways in which colonial Egypt became a site and object of social scientific
knowledge, Omnia El Shakry offers a seminal contribution to debates about the place of colonialism in the
development of modern science." (Timothy Mitchell)

"This excellent and well-researched book recounts the formation and application of colonial
knowledge?especially of ethnography, human geography, and demography?in the attempts to modernize and
govern Egypt. It makes a significant contribution to the important debate about colonial modernity that has
so far been largely confined to India." (Talal Asad City University of New York, author of Formations of the
Secular)

"Omnia El Shakry's contribution is a rich and erudite one. It draws on a range of archival sources in Arabic,
French, and English, offering original readings of texts and political events of Egypt in the first half of the
twentieth century. Her argument is eloquent and the evidence compelling. The Great Social Laboratory is an
essential addition to courses across the critical social sciences and humanities." (Journal of Middle East
Women's Studies)

About the Author
Omnia El Shakry is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Great Social Laboratory:
Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lyman Johnson:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of
Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Betty Bowers:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of
Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of Knowledge in
Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Danielle Tilley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference
book, story and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just in search of the The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of Knowledge in Colonial
and Postcolonial Egypt when you necessary it?
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