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Within and among nations, rising levels of social inequality threaten our
collective future. Currently, upwards of 80% of people’s life chances are
determined by factors over which they have absolutely no control. Social
inequality threatens the democratic project because it destroys the trust on which
governments depend, and it gives rise to corrupt political and economic
institutions. How can we get out of the traps we have created for ourselves? We
need to reboot capitalism. Drawing on diverse examples from a range of
countries, McNall explains the social, economic, and ecological traps we have set
for ourselves and develops a set of rules of resilience that are necessary
conditions for the creation and maintenance of democratic societies, and a set of
rules essential for creating a sustainable future.
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Within and among nations, rising levels of social inequality threaten our collective future. Currently,
upwards of 80% of people’s life chances are determined by factors over which they have absolutely no
control. Social inequality threatens the democratic project because it destroys the trust on which governments
depend, and it gives rise to corrupt political and economic institutions. How can we get out of the traps we
have created for ourselves? We need to reboot capitalism. Drawing on diverse examples from a range of
countries, McNall explains the social, economic, and ecological traps we have set for ourselves and develops
a set of rules of resilience that are necessary conditions for the creation and maintenance of democratic
societies, and a set of rules essential for creating a sustainable future.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Scott McNall has written a lucid, comprehensive, and compelling account of economic inequality, its
intersections with other forms of social inequality, and the threats it poses to democracy and the planet. His
recommendations for reforming the current neoliberal capitalist regime suggest a sustainable path to a more
democratic future."
?Robert J. Antonio, Professor of Sociology, University of Kansas

"Scott McNall's book moves effortlessly from big-picture to ground-level issues as he assesses the
entrenched nature of inequalities. This readable treatments helps student readers see how Marx and Weber
can illuminate their own struggles to pay for college, find jobs, establish relationships, and escape or avoid
debt. McNall strikes exactly the right tone as he patiently excavates the global from the local. His brand of
applied critical theory works."
?Ben Agger, Professor of Sociology and Humanities and Director, Center for Theory, University of Texas at
Arlington

"McNall provides a sophisticated analysis of growing degrees of inequality in the world, as well as its
causes, consequences, and solutions. As one's life chances are increasingly determined by irrelevant moral
criteria such as gender, ethnicity, religion and family, the trust on which a democracy depends is quickly
eroded. The book offers a wise and plausible message for success: create high levels of human capital. By
joining together the issues of climate change, social inequality, corruption, trust and democracy, McNall
offers the beginnings of a road map to a much improved world."
?Tom Kando, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Sacramento State University

"The Problem of Social Inequality provides essential insights into the causes of social inequality and why
inequality serves as a major barrier in creating a sustainable and resilient future. The author argues that we
need to reboot capitalism by maximizing human talent and creativity in order to adapt to an unknown future.
For students and practitioners this work is a significant contribution to discussions about global progress and
should be required reading in both the social and environmental sciences."
?Jim Pushnik, Director of the Institute for Sustainable Development at California State University, Chico

"At a time when inequality has become the catchword for all that ails the globalized world, we are
nevertheless ignorant of its sources, dynamics, and consequences. McNall’s book is the go to text for
redressing these grievous inadequacies in current scholarship. Its central virtue is in pushing well behind the
parochial fixation on income differentials. Instead he views equality in all its various dimensions?and
especially the catastrophic causal consequences of the drastic imbalance in political power at local, national
and global level, the consequently lethal mal-distribution of health care and material well-being, and the
often unobserved but brutal consequences of cultural inequality. And, within this, McNall harnesses his
global focus to underscore, diagnose, and analyze the less-than-mediocre performance of the United States in
addressing these issues within our national boundaries."
?Michael Schwartz, Distinguished Professor of Sociology, Stony Brook University
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Scott G. McNall is Emeritus Provost and Professor at California State University (CSUC), Chico and
currently an affiliated Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Montana. He was the
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Randle:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book The Problem of Social Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy,
Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do About It had been making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The
Problem of Social Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy, Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do
About It is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The
Problem of Social Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy, Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do
About It. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Laura Enriquez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Problem of Social Inequality: Why It
Destroys Democracy, Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do About It book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Due:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Problem of
Social Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy, Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do About It suitable
to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Problem of Social
Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy, Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do About Itis the main of
several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world within this book.



Harold Singleton:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book The Problem of Social Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy, Threatens the Planet, and What We
Can Do About It we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book The Problem of Social Inequality: Why It Destroys Democracy,
Threatens the Planet, and What We Can Do About It. You can more pleasing than now.
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