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From the National Book Award finalist Lauren Redniss, author of
Radioactive, comes a dazzling fusion of storytelling, visual art, and reportage
that grappleswith weather in all itsdimensions: itsdanger and its beauty,
why it happens and what it means.

WINNER OF THE PEN/E. O. WILSON LITERARY SCIENCE WRITING
AWARD « NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKSOF THE YEAR BY SAN
FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, KIRKUS REVIEWS, AND SHELF
AWARENESS

Weather isthe very air we breathe—it shapes our daily lives and alters the course
of history. In Thunder & Lightning, Lauren Redniss tells the story of weather and
humankind through the ages.

This wide-ranging work roams from the driest desert on earth to afrigid isand in
the Arctic, from the Biblical flood to the defeat of the Spanish Armada. Redniss
visits the headquarters of the National Weather Service, recounts top-secret
rainmaking operations during the Vietham War, and examines the economic
impact of disasters like Hurricane Katrina. Drawing on extensive research and
countless interviews, she examines our own day and age, from our most personal
decisions—Do | need an umbrella today?—to the awesome challenges we face
with global climate change.

Redniss produced each element of Thunder & Lightning: the text, the artwork,
the covers, and every page in between. She created many of the images using the
antiquated printmaking technique copper plate photogravure etching. She even
designed the book’ s typeface.

Theresult is abook unlike any other: a spellbinding combination of storytelling,
art, and science.

Praisefor Thunder & Lightning

“[An] aesthetically charged and deeply researched account . . . awild rainstorm
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of abook, pelting the reader with ideas and inspiration.”—Nature

“A gorgeous and illuminating illustrated study of weather in all its tempestuous
variety . . . Redniss's combo of fact, folklore, and vibrant etched copperplate
prints enthralls.”—O: The Oprah Magazine

“Eerily beautiful . . . Contains plenty of scientific explanation (including more
than afew nods toward global warming), but also far-flung personal stories that
illuminate the beauty, wonder and chaos inherent in the elements.”—The New
York Times

“Magica . .. Rednisshas. . . shown us how human beings live with
nature—fighting, coexisting, taming, predicting vialeech barometer and radar
and intuition.”—The New York Times Book Review

“[A] twenty-first-century genius. . . Rednissis inventing anew literary genre. . .
. Thereader willing to put herself fully in Redniss's hands will be rewarded with
adelicious feeling of being enveloped by a phenomenon that eclipses the
chiming trivialities of daily life.”—Elle

“Lends a graphic-novel-like allure to some of nature’ s most curious
paradoxes.”—Vogue

“Rednissis one of the most creative science writers of our time—her
combination of beautiful artwork, reporting, and poetic prose brings science to
life in ways that words alone simply cannot.”—Rebecca Skloot

“Redniss combines her own dual punch of expressive art and impressive
erudition to give an entirely new take on all that happens above our heads. Thisis

an illuminated book that is also an illuminating one.”—Adam Gopnik

“A strange and wonderful thing, the work of afirst-class mind that refusesto
submit to any categories or precedent.”—Dave Eggers

“Beautiful and totally original.”—Elizabeth Kolbert
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From the National Book Award finalist Lauren Redniss, author of Radioactive, comes a dazzling
fusion of storytelling, visual art, and reportage that grapples with weather in all itsdimensions. its
danger and its beauty, why it happens and what it means.
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Weather isthe very air we breathe—it shapes our daily lives and alters the course of history. In Thunder &
Lightning, Lauren Redniss tells the story of weather and humankind through the ages.

This wide-ranging work roams from the driest desert on earth to afrigid island in the Arctic, from the
Biblical flood to the defeat of the Spanish Armada. Redniss visits the headquarters of the National Weather
Service, recounts top-secret rainmaking operations during the Vietnam War, and examines the economic
impact of disasters like Hurricane Katrina. Drawing on extensive research and countless interviews, she
examines our own day and age, from our most personal decisions—Do | need an umbrella today?—to the
awesome challenges we face with global climate change.

Redniss produced each element of Thunder & Lightning: the text, the artwork, the covers, and every pagein
between. She created many of the images using the antiquated printmaking technique copper plate
photogravure etching. She even designed the book’ s typeface.

Theresult is abook unlike any other: a spellbinding combination of storytelling, art, and science.
Praisefor Thunder & Lightning

“[An] aesthetically charged and deeply researched account . . . awild rainstorm of abook, pelting the reader
with ideas and inspiration.”—Nature

“A gorgeous and illuminating illustrated study of weather in all its tempestuous variety . . . Redniss's combo
of fact, folklore, and vibrant etched copperplate prints enthralls.”—O: The Oprah Magazine

“Eerily beautiful . . . Contains plenty of scientific explanation (including more than a few nods toward global
warming), but also far-flung personal stories that illuminate the beauty, wonder and chaos inherent in the
elements.”—The New York Times

“Magical . .. Rednisshas. . . shown us how human beings live with nature—fighting, coexisting, taming,
predicting vialeech barometer and radar and intuition.”—The New York Times Book Review

“[A] twenty-first-century genius. . . Rednissis inventing anew literary genre. . . . The reader willing to put
herself fully in Redniss' s hands will be rewarded with adelicious feeling of being enveloped by a
phenomenon that eclipses the chiming trividities of daily life.”—Elle



“Lends a graphic-novel-like allure to some of nature’'s most curious paradoxes.”—\Vogue

“Redniss is one of the most creative science writers of our time—her combination of beautiful artwork,
reporting, and poetic prose brings science to life in ways that words alone simply cannot.”—Rebecca Skloot

“Redniss combines her own dual punch of expressive art and impressive erudition to give an entirely new
take on all that happens above our heads. Thisis an illuminated book that is also an illuminating
one.”—Adam Gopnik

“A strange and wonderful thing, the work of afirst-class mind that refuses to submit to any categories or
precedent.”—Dave Eggers

“Beautiful and totally original.”—Elizabeth Kolbert
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Editorial Review

Review
“[An] aesthetically charged and deeply researched account . . . awild rainstorm of abook, pelting the reader
with ideas and inspiration.”—Nature

“A gorgeous and illuminating illustrated study of weather in all its tempestuous variety . . . [Lauren]
Redniss's combo of fact, folklore, and vibrant etched copperplate prints enthralls.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine

“Eerily beautiful . . . If weather is our favorite default conversational subject, [Redniss] takes anything but a
default approach. Thunder & Lightning contains plenty of scientific explanation (including more than afew
nods toward global warming), but also far-flung personal stories that illuminate the beauty, wonder and
chaos inherent in the elements.”—The New York Times

“Magical . .. Rednisshas. . . shown us how human beings live with nature—fighting, coexisting, taming,
predicting vialeech barometer and radar and intuition. . . . Sheis, to use a contemporary word, a curator:
arranging information with a distinct aesthetic and a point of view.”—The New York Times Book Review

“[A] twenty-first-century genius. . . Lauren Rednissisinventing a new literary genre. The artist brings her
intrepid reporting and sharp intelligence to subjects as wide-ranging as Marie Curie, gay soldiersin WWII,
and now stormy weather. . . . [Rednissis] areporter, a painter, a social historian, a biographer, and a feminist
who creates stories and tableaux that are published as books, which are at once sexual and prim, grotesgue
and romantic, scientific and soft. . . . The reader willing to put herself fully in Redniss's hands will be
rewarded with adelicious feeling of being enveloped by a phenomenon that eclipses the chiming trivialities
of daly life”—Elle

“From Superstorm Sandy to the California drought, weather is a constant presence in our lives, shaping the
way we think, feel—and vote. Lauren Redniss's latest, Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past, Present, Future,
takes a deep dive into human efforts to grapple with the elements, with forays into mythology, commerce
and poalitics. Combining etchings and text—the National Book Award—nominated author and artist designed
her own font for the book—Thunder & Lightning lends a graphic-novel-like allure to some of nature's most
curious paradoxes.”—Vogue

“Lauren Rednissis one of the most creative science writers of our time—her combination of beautiful
artwork, reporting, and poetic prose brings science to life in ways that words alone simply cannot. Thunder
& Lighting is afascinating meditation on how climate affects the earth’ s landscape and the lives inhabiting
it, but also how the landscape of a book—the layout of itstext, the images on its pages—impacts the telling
of astory. Thisisan important book about a topic that couldn’t be more important to us all.”—Rebecca
Skloot

“In Thunder & Lightning, Lauren Redniss combines her own dual punch of expressive art and impressive
erudition to give an entirely new take on all that happens above our heads. Thisis an illuminated book that is

also an illuminating one.”—Adam Gopnik

“Lauren Redniss's Thunder & Lightning is such a strange and wonderful thing, the work of afirst-class mind



that refuses to submit to any categories or precedent. It's the way you wish science would always be
taught—with a mix of stories and facts, legend and hard science.”—Dave Eggers

“Beautiful and totally original.”—Elizabeth Kolbert

About the Author

Lauren Rednissisthe author of Century Girl: 100 Yearsin the Life of Doris Eaton Travis, Last Living Sar
of the Ziegfeld Follies and Radioactive: Marie & Pierre Curie, A Tale of Love and Fallout, afinalist for the
National Book Award. She teaches at Parsons the New School for Design.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Edward Apodaca:

The experience that you get from Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past, Present, Future could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past, Present, Future giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Thunder & Lightning: Westher
Past, Present, Future instantly.

Stacey Eades:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now istaking seriously
which oneis suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past, Present, Future as the
daily resource information.

Richard Martinez;

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past,
Present, Future is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.



John Stewart:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past, Present, Future we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Thunder & Lightning:
Weather Past, Present, Future. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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