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The lives of four Victorian gentlewomen are transformed when they leave the
cozy confines of England for Indiato accompany their husbands or a brother who
were appointed Viceroys of India, the crown jewel of the British Empire. Emily
Eden, Charlotte Canning, Edith Lytton and Mary Curzon were well-born,
cultivated women who experienced the extremes of decadence in a country
gripped by poverty.

Emily Eden imagined an India of dazzling splendor but found aland of dark
secrets. Charlotte Canning painted delicate watercol ors while the carnage of the
Great Mutiny raged. Edith Lytton feared the moral laxity and adultery of India
but indulged her husband rather than restraining him. Mary Curzon, an insecure
American heiressin thrall to her husband unwittingly was almost crushed by
him.

Marian Fowler, “both scholarly and tart,” recounts their adventuresin this classic
work of colonial and women’s history.

“A marvelous work of evocation, narrative and research... | read Below the
Peacock fan with great pleasure and interest.” —Nigel Nicolson

“Fowler has skilfully woven the experiences of these women into the story of the
history, socia life and rampant excesses of British India. It makes for captivating
reading.” —The Montreal Gazette

“Wikedly witty... in short, thorouly enjoyable.” —The Ottawa Citizen

“Highly entertaining...” -House and Garden

“Witty, pungent and boldly irreverant and totally absorbing, Below the Peacock
Fan is abook to be savoured. It isagem.” —The London Free Press
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Thelives of four Victorian gentlewomen are transformed when they leave the cozy confines of England for
India to accompany their husbands or a brother who were appointed Viceroys of India, the crown jewel of
the British Empire. Emily Eden, Charlotte Canning, Edith Lytton and Mary Curzon were well-born,
cultivated women who experienced the extremes of decadence in a country gripped by poverty.

Emily Eden imagined an India of dazzling splendor but found a land of dark secrets. Charlotte Canning
painted delicate watercolors while the carnage of the Great Mutiny raged. Edith Lytton feared the moral
laxity and adultery of Indiabut indulged her husband rather than restraining him. Mary Curzon, an insecure
American heiressin thrall to her husband unwittingly was almost crushed by him.

Marian Fowler, “both scholarly and tart,” recounts their adventures in this classic work of colonial and
women’s history.

“A marvelous work of evocation, narrative and research... | read Below the Peacock fan with great pleasure
and interest.” —Nigel Nicolson

“Fowler has skilfully woven the experiences of these women into the story of the history, socia life and
rampant excesses of British India. It makes for captivating reading.” —The Montreal Gazette

“Wikedly witty... in short, thorouly enjoyable.” —The Ottawa Citizen
“Highly entertaining...” -House and Garden

“Witty, pungent and boldly irreverant and totally absorbing, Below the Peacock Fan is a book to be
savoured. It isagem.” —The London Free Press
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Combining women's studies and British Indian history, Fowler perceives great social skill and personal
strength in the lives of four vicereinesEmily Eden, Charlotte Canning, Edith Lytton, and Mary Curzon. Their
husbands are stereotypically portrayed as arrogant, egotistical brutes. As history, Fowler's account is
acceptably accurate. The incorporation of women's issues, however, gives an unbal anced preoccupation with
roles and impresses current social values on the interpretation of 19th-century British India. The questionable
validity of this application, inadequate documentation, and highly generalized assertions seriously undermine
the work. John F. Riddick, Central Michigan Univ. Lib., Mt. Pleasant

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katherine Belcher:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extratime? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need that Below the Peacock Fan:
First Ladies of the Rgj to read.

Allan K ean:

This Below the Peacock Fan: First Ladies of the Rgj tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Below the Peacock Fan: First Ladies of the Rgj can be on the list of
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Below the
Peacock Fan: First Ladies of the Raj forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Hose:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Below the Peacock Fan: First Ladies of the Raj the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
before. The Below the Peacock Fan: First Ladies of the Rgj giving you a different experience more than



blown away the mind but also giving you useful datafor your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Amy Lewis:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Below the Peacock Fan: First Ladies of the Rgj was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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