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Addressing the complexity, flexibility, and controversies of qualitative research’s
many genres, Designing Qualitative Research, Sixth Edition gives students,
research managers, policy analysts, and applied researchers clear, easy-to-
understand guidance on designing qualitative research. While maintaining a
focus on the proposal stage, this best-selling book takes readers from selecting a
research genre through building a conceptual framework, data collection and
interpretation, and arguing the merits of the proposal. Extended discussions cover
strategies that researchers can use to address the challenges posed by
postmodernists, feminists, and critical race theorists, as well as others who
interrogate historical qualitative inquiry. The book also includes thoughtful
discussion on trustworthiness and ethics, in addition to dealing with time,
resource, and political stressors inherent to the research process. Throughout the
book, authors Catherine Marshall and Gretchen B. Rossman emphasize the
importance of being systematic but also inspire readers with potential “Aha!”
moments and opportunities to do research in close connection with people and
communities.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a handy, practical text for newcomers to qualitative research who are preparing a proposal." (Jon
Travis, Texas A&M University - Commerce)

"This is by far the most readable text on methodology I've used in my work with education graduate
students. Its careful, detailed and rich explanation of the research process makes it a crucial tool for anyone
working with students who are ready to begin the process of qualitative research. But it is the thick, authentic
descriptions of researchers actively engaging in the puzzles and dilemmas of doing complex, ethical, and
socially powerful research that makes it an invaluable guide for the student at all stages in their research
process. It is a text that a student will return to over and over again, and become that dog eared companion
that accompanies them from the beginning to end of their research journey." (Catherine McGregor,
University of Victoria)

“A student friendly book that would have been beneficial to my own research development in graduate
school.”

(Ifeoma Amah, University of Texas at Arlington)

“The authors create a mosaic of qualitative research procedures using text, tables, figures, and vignettes that
move the reader between the theoretical and practical aspects of conducting quality research.”

(LeAnn Putney, University of Nevada - Las Vegas)

“This text will be helpful to graduate students when they first encounter qualitative research and its
possibilities. It is both practical and philosophical, and it provides useful advice on strategies to embrace and
pitfalls to avoid.”

(Mary Jean Herzog, Western Carolina University)

About the Author
Catherine Marshall is Professor in the Department of Educational Leadership at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill. Formerly a teacher in Rhode Island, her studies and career moves include doctoral
studies at University of California, Santa Barbara, a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of California,
Los Angeles, and faculty positions at the University of Pennsylvania and Vanderbilt University before
moving in 1991 to Chapel Hill. Her teaching and research interests include the use an interdisciplinary
approach to analyze school cultures, state policy systems, and the professional development of adults
working in organizations. She has published extensively about the politics of education, qualitative
methodology, and women's access to careers as well as about the socialization, language, and values in
educational leadership. She is the author of Reframing Educational Politics for Social Justice (Allyn &
Bacon, 2004); Leadership for Social Justice: Making Revolutions in Education, Culture and Education
Policy in the American States (Allyn & Bacon, 2005); and Designing Qualitative Research, Fifth Edition
(SAGE, 2010), as well as a number of other books and numerous journal articles.



Gretchen B. Rossman is Professor of International Education at the Center for International Education at
the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She received her PhD in education from the University of
Pennsylvania with a specialization in higher education administration. She has served as a visiting professor
at Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education. Prior to coming to the University of Massachusetts,
she was Senior Research Associate at Research for Better Schools in Philadelphia. With an international
reputation as a qualitative methodologist, she has expertise in qualitative research design and methods,
mixed- methods monitoring and evaluation, and inquiry in education. Over the past 30+ years, she has
coauthored numerous books, two of which are editions of major qualitative research texts (this fourth edition
of Learning in the Field, with Sharon Rallis, and Designing Qualitative Research, 6th edition, with Catherine
Marshall?both widely used guides to qualitative inquiry). She has authored or coauthored more than 45
articles, book chapters, and technical reports focused on methodological issues in qualitative research
syntheses, validity in qualitative research, mixed-methods evaluation practice, and ethical research practice,
as well as the analysis and evaluation of educational reform initiatives both in the United States and
internationally.

Professor Rossman has served as principal investigator (PI) or co-PI on several international projects in such
countries as Azerbaijan, India, Malawi, Palestine, Senegal, Tanzania, and the Gambia, as well as external
evaluator on several domestic projects, including a Department of Education–funded reform initiative, a
National Science Foundation–funded middle-grades science initiative, and a number of projects
implementing more inclusive practices for students with disabilities. She regularly presents papers at the
annual meetings of the American Educational Research Association and the Comparative and International
Education Society. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Frances:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Designing
Qualitative Research. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Kristen Zamora:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Designing Qualitative Research
book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.



Michelle Oquinn:

This Designing Qualitative Research are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Designing Qualitative Research can be one of many great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Designing
Qualitative Research forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Roman Morris:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the top record in
your reading list will be Designing Qualitative Research. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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